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Sunday 8 March 2026
Lent 3
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship
8.00am

Holy Communion

11.30am
Holy Communion

Holy Season of Lent: Do take the opportunity of this season to integrate a simple prayer and bible reading practice into your routines. 

Meditation Spa: Monday16 March & Thursday 26 March both at 7.00pm in church. Places booked with John.  
Reading the Bible (evening): Tuesday 14 April 7.00pm at St. Mary’s Copythorne.

Reading the Bible (afternoon): Thursday 26 March 2.00pm at St. Matthew’s Church, Netley Marsh.

Spring Fayre: Saturday 14 March 2.00-4.00pm Church Hall: mark this date in your diary as it raises fantastic funds for the church. We need chocolate and bottles – bring these into church. 

Sunday 15 March 5.00pm: Amen Shanti: the Gratitude Community – a new spiritual community is being brought together by Revd John. One of the public elements of the Gratitude Community is the Gratitude Gathering each month (every 3rd Sunday) at 5.00pm in church. 

Soup & Sweet Lunch: Tuesday 24 February 12.30pm in Church Hall: 30 people attended with a profit of £185 for church funds. It was again a really lovely time for everybody – making good connections and enjoying wonderful hospitality. Our thanks to Clive & Sandra and the team!
Snowdrop Planting in Churchyard: Saturday 28 February – proved to be a wonderful occasion with a crowd of people planting, blessing and sharing hospitality together.
Sponsor Easter Flowers & Easter Lilies: if you wish to remember a loved one in this way place your donation (£2.50 suggested) into a marked envelope with your loved one’s name clearly written on the front. Thank you.

Middle East Matters Group: At our meeting this month we looked at the meaning and the timing of Pentecost.  We supplemented the text from the Embrace. Lent book with additional reading and video resources.
5p Collections:– we now have raised £1600 from these collections towards the Restoration Fund. Thanks to Sue Wheeler for managing these collections for us.
Opening & Closing Church Door on Fridays: if you would like to open and close the church door on a Friday to enable community access into the church, please speak to either John or Ros or Sheila. Thank you!  
From John – our Vicar
Water is undeniably a life source. The thirsty know this only too well! It is an essential part of our daily intake, as well as cleansing us inwardly and outwardly – no wonder the current controversies over the state of our water supplies. The bible uses the water metaphor to describe the liveliness of the movement of God’s Spirit in all the creation – including humans!

Jesus meets a Samaritan woman at the well at noon. It is the social meeting place – but not at that time. The woman is alone, which suggests she is some kind of outsider in her own community – otherwise she would have been drawing water with the other town women. And Jesus asks her for water. In this simple, direct request Jesus steps into territory which challenges the usual cultural proprieties. The sight of Jesus and this woman talking respectfully was a triple shock to the disciples: men didn’t normally speak with women as peers, Jews didn’t normally associate with Samaritans, and “clean” people didn’t normally interact with those they considered morally stained. And Jesus is talking about ‘living water’. 

The phrase ‘living water’ suggests a quality which is extraordinary and providing nourishment and renewal. This talk of ‘living water’ resonates within the woman, and she asks Jesus to give her this water so she may never be thirsty. Ezekiel 47 is a wonderful chapter of Old Testament prophecy where the Temple becomes the very source of substance of a flow of water which enlivens the landscape. Revelation 7 describes the multitude, gathered from every nation, tribe, language, and people, who stand before the throne of God as those who ‘hunger no more, and thirst no more…and he will guide them to springs of the water of life…’ Yes! This water is the source of our ‘great need’ for it is the vivid representation of the desire which satisfies and never frustrates.

As we have been discovering in recent weeks the Adam and Eve fall from grace ushered in a multitude of desires destined to entangle and diminish human endeavour and existence. These desires are characterised by a mindset which views encounters and landscapes in terms of ‘them and us’. There’s a tragic inevitability of frustration, resentment, and rage which this mindset elicits – both for individuals, communities of people, and whole nations.

But the ‘living water’ runs deep and is likened to a fountain which never gives out. It is a picture of a reality which is always moving, always dynamic, and always available to us. So, when we make it our daily intention to focus our attention on the goodness that is around us, we place ourselves under the fountain. When we do this in all circumstances – always giving thanks – there is no frustration, but a real sense we are being carried by something, some source, which is altogether on our side. 

When the flow of living water is positively welcomed in the individual and the community, an extraordinary quality is expressed. This is what the Christian Church is to bear witness to – unfortunately we have been distracted by the apparent internal needs of the organisation – money, numbers, and power. These distractions evoke numbing frustration among the adherents. It is time for the church to get serious – to ask, yearn and thirst for the ’living water’. To be bold enough to trust the daily rituals of gratitude, and direct encounters with the wonder and beauty of the world all around us. As communities experience the miracles of love and grace daily, life in all its fulness begins to happen. 

Sunday 8 March 2026
Collect for Lent 3

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace;  through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen. 
Exodus 17: 1-7
The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, travelling from place to place as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 So they quarrelled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”
Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the Lord to the test?”
3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?”
4 Then Moses cried out to the Lord, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost ready to stone me.”
5 The Lord answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with you some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the place Massah[a] and Meribah[b]because the Israelites quarrelled and because they tested the Lord saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”
John 4: 5-42
So, he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon.
7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the townto buy food.)
9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.[a])
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?”
13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”
16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”
17 “I have no husband,” she replied.
Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.”
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.”
21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”
26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.”
The Disciples Rejoin Jesus
27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?”
28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They came out of the town and made their way toward him.
31 Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.”
32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know nothing about.”
33 Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?”
34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 35 Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. 36 Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. 37 Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true. 38 I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labour.”
Many Samaritans Believe
39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words many more became believers.
42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Saviour of the world.”
Prayers for Lent 3
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto Me and rest;
Lay down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast.”

I came to Jesus as I was, weary, worn, and sad;
I found in Him a resting place, and He has made me glad.
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold I freely give
The living water; thirsty one, stoop down and drink, and live.”

I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream;
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in Him.
I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world's Light;”
Look unto Me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”

I looked to Jesus, and I found in Him my star, my sun;
and in that Light of life I'll walk til traveling days are done.


Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Ros Stollery)
Heavenly Father, as we look at the very troubled world around us, we ask for your help and comforting presence. We pray for all those caught up in the war, especially those not directly involved; local people, foreign nationals working or on holiday in the region, and the crews of the tankers sailing in the Gulf and Strait of Hormuz. We also ask that you will guide everyone involved in the negotiations so that peace may be forthcoming in the area as soon as possible. We pray for all those caring for the dead and injured and for those who have lost loved ones

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Lord of beauty, amongst the tragedies of the world currently, we thank you for the beauty of nature, of the signs of spring on its way, with blossom, daffodils and primroses coming into bloom plus the sunshine which we have missed so much in recent weeks. Help us to look after your world as we are the custodians of it.

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Lord of health, we thank you for the health services in this country. Although they are under financial, workload and time pressures, the people working in them, regardless of rank, do an incredible job. We pray that they will be given wisdom, skills and patience in their work.

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

In the silence of our hearts, we remember those known only to us who need our prayers for whatever reason. We also remember those who have asked for our prayers:

May they all feel your loving support and presence, upholding them in their troubles. We also pray for those who care for them.

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer
We pray for those who have died in recent days: Margaret Foster;

Please comfort those who are mourning.

We pray for those whose anniversary of death occurs this week: Bartley Reynolds (8th), Lorne Witchell (10th), Anne Sellars Long (14th), Arthur Sharland (14th);  

Rest eternal grant unto them oh Lord And let light perpetual shine upon them

As we begin another week of Lent, help us, Lord, to remove distractions from our focus on you. May you quieten the noise that disturbs our attention on your desires for us. May this season bring new hope and new healing as we journey towards the Cross, maybe through pain, doubt, questions and searching. Help us grow in humility, open our hearts to the needs of others, reflecting your love and compassion in our actions, as we serve those in need.

Lord in your mercy

Hear our prayer

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

1 Guide me, O my great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but you are mighty;
hold me with your powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore,
feed me now and evermore.
2 Open now the crystal fountain,
where the healing waters flow.
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through.
Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,
ever be my strength and shield,
ever be my strength and shield.
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside.
Death of death, and hell's Destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises
I will ever sing to you,
I will ever sing to you.

The Blessing

Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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