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Sunday & December 2025 
Advent 2
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship (in Church!)
8.00am:  
Holy Communion
11.30am
Holy Communion
Re-Opening Weekend: last Sunday proved to be a very wonderful day as we returned into church! 
Christmas Services:

· Sunday 21 December 6.30pm: Carols by Candlelight

· Wednesday 24 December 5.00pm: Children’s Christingle

· Thursday 25 December 8.00am: Trad. Holy Communion

Tendring House Carols: John is leading the usual church service at Tendring House (25 mins) on Tuesday 16 December at 1.30pm. If you would like to join the residents in singing some Christmas carols that would be fantastic. 

Sunday Tea and Music... Sunday 30th November 3pm – Our Sunday Afternoon Tea n music was enjoyed by 35 people.... tucking into sandwich n home-made cake.... With a singalong in-between!!! Our lucky raffle winners went home with a basket full of goodies!! Big thankyou to the team!!! We raised £200 for church funds. Look out for news of our next event. And bring a friend, neighbour, or family...Clive n Sandra 

Reading the Bible (evening): Tuesday 6 January at 7.00pm -at St. Mary’s Copythorne.

Reading the Bible (afternoon): Thursday 22 January at 2.00pm in church finishing at 3.00pm. John will lead these monthly sessions – introducing the bible, how to read it, and understand the message it gives.

Meditation Spa: Monday 8 December at 7.00pm at Netley Marsh Infant School. Places booked with John.  Extra sessions will be introduced in 2026.
Cleaners Required for Cleaning Rota – if you would like to help with the church cleaning once a month, please contact either Ros or Angela so a new rota can be made – thank you!
Family School Worship returned on Wednesday 3 December with lots (32 approx) of parents and grandparents from the school joining in our worship. 
Open the Book: the team are in the two church infant schools this week with the story of Zechariah and Elizabeth. If you would like to join the team, please speak with John. 
MIDDLE EAST MATTERS

At our October and November meetings we are preparing for our morning service on Sunday 7th December at 11.30 am. We look forward to welcoming you and to sharing with you some of the ideas we discuss at our meetings regarding the work carried out by Embrace and partners in the Middle East.  
From John – our Vicar
The call to ‘wake up’ which resonates throughout the advent season, is surely one which is needed now more than ever. We live in a world, where the human system of competing against one another – and I don’t mean the playful competition of those domino games we’ve enjoyed, or those times when we set ourselves against the crossword puzzle, or the tennis opponent on the other side of the net – but rather that all too common drive in life which puts someone else down, diminishes the value of a stranger, and makes all too easy judgements at the expense of a fellow human being. 

The prophet Isaiah provides us with a beautiful vision of God’s reality. The vision is not an idea, or a concept, but rather a description of how everything really works – in God’s time, normal time. In Isaiah 11 Isaiah describes ‘the leopard lying down with the goat’ and ‘the earth…filled with the glory of God’. This is the peaceable kingdom. The prophet is not afraid of using nature and wild animals as the means for the acclamation this is how it will be. The vision underlines our faith and trust that we live in a fundamentally friendly universe. 

So, the ‘waking up’ is a waking up to this truth which is all around us. Yes, there’s killing in the natural world, but it is a killing which is predominantly regarding the sustenance and requirement for the flourishing of life. We know only too well that there’s human killing, which is wanton, unnecessary, and done to threaten, frighten and abuse. This latter killing, we call ‘violence’ – and in the Christian story God is revealed to have nothing to do with it. It is true that in a lot of scripture God is dragged into the dreadful outplaying of dysfunctional human relationships, but in Jesus we have the ultimate discovery that there is no grain of violence in the Godhead. The violence is all ours. 

Now when we pray ‘thy kingdom come, on earth as it is in heaven’, we’re putting into words the yearning for the reality which is already here – the peaceable kingdom. As this kingdom is embraced, the human family has hope for its future. The violence of retribution, an eye for an eye, leads only to the further energising of violent conduct.

God’s reality is for there to be no division between living things – simply a profound harmonic existence as the created order in all its uniqueness, variety, and colour, lives without enmities and division. St. Paul in Ephesians 2 describes a new humanity which is not divided but is one. He calls it the real humanity, and in Romans 8 he describes how all of creation (the wild and domestic animals, the vegetation and trees, mountains, rivers and oceans, every part of the created order), yearns for the human family to discover they really are children of God without tribe, faction, and enmity. 

The church here in our own country needs to ‘wake up’ from its slumber and preoccupation with itself (regarding numbers, money, and power) and begin to be a company of people who embody a unity in the care and cure of souls right where we are. We might have to wait for a new generation of leaders (a young child perhaps) to emerge who see as the prophet Isaiah sees… and then announces with equal beauty, intelligence, and power as he does in chapter 11. 

The hope emerges from a stump (Isaiah 11: 1). A stump is usually something to be viewed with sadness… but from this the hope of glory comes. We, therefore, must stay faithful, trusting in the wisdom of our tradition, the ancient pathways, and the promise of the vision which is sure and true. 

Sunday 7 December Advent 2
Collect for Advent 2

O Lord, raise up your power, and come among us, and with great might succour us; that whereas through our sins and wickedness we are greatly hindered in running the race that is set before us,  your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us;  through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Isaiah 11: 1-10
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
    the Spirit of counsel and of might,
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—
3 and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,
    or decide by what he hears with his ears;
4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy,
    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.
5 Righteousness will be his belt
    and faithfulness the sash around his waist.

6 The wolf will live with the lamb,
    the leopard will lie down with the goat,
the calf and the lion and the yearling[a] together;
    and a little child will lead them.
7 The cow will feed with the bear,
    their young will lie down together,
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
8 The infant will play near the cobra’s den,
    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest.
9 They will neither harm nor destroy
    on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord
    as the waters cover the sea.

10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious.
Matthew 3: 1-12
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
    make straight paths for him.’”[a]
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 “I baptize you with[b] water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with[c] the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

Prayers for Advent 2
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

Make way, make way
For Christ the King
In splendour arrives
Fling wide the gates and welcome Him
Into your lives

Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
For the King of kings
(For the King of kings)
Make way! (Make way!)
Make way! (Make way!)
And let His kingdom in
He comes the broken hearts to heal
The prisoners to free
The deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance
The blind shall see

And those who mourn with heavy hearts
Who weep and sigh
With laughter, joy and royal crown
He’ll beautify

Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Ros Stollery)
Most of these prayers are taken or adapted from those in Embrace literature.
God of justice, we watch in humble awe as our brothers and sisters in the Middle East continue to shine your light, powerfully piercing the darkness cast by their oppressors. Show us how we can most powerfully stand with them to keep hope alive and burning bright, that darkness may be put to flight.

Lord in your mercy
God of compassion, whose own son became a refugee, we remember those fleeing from danger, hungry and afraid, with nowhere to call home. Give them warmth, security, food and peace.

God of hope, we thank you for those bringing relief and comfort to those displaced, showing glimpses of grace in the darkness of despair. Give them your strength.

God of justice, guide world nations and leaders towards peace. Stir up hearts to generosity and compassion. Help us play our part, bringing about the change we want to see. Give us vision

Lord in your mercy
Lord of health, we pray for all those suffering in body, mind or spirit. Bring your comforting presence to them, may they feel the strength of your arms supporting them. We pray for those who have asked for our prayers. 

We pray for those who have died in recent days....Comfort those who are mourning.

We remember those whose anniversary of death occurs this week.: Avril Houston (7th), Stella Nortcliffe (7th),John Bradshaw (9th),Ivy Stempt (10th),  Harry Pointer(12th), Henry Bean (12th),Silas Stride (13th), Eric Watkins(13th);
...Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord And let light perpetual shine upon them
Dear Lord, as we continue in the Advent season and prepare for Christmas, may we not forget to prepare ourselves for you in our daily lives and for your victorious return.

Lord in your mercy:
Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy:
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

The Blessing

Christ the Sun of righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness from before your path, and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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