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Sunday 6 September 2026
Trinity 14 
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship
8.00am

Holy Communion

11.30am
Holy Communion

Patronal Festival: Benefice Service –Sunday 20 September 10.30am: we gather at 10.30am for our Patronal Festival. We will be welcoming the congregation from St. Mary’s Copythorne as we worship together on this Festival day. This is the only service in church on this day.

Community Lunch: Patronal Festival  On Sunday 20 September 1.00pm (see attached flyer): we are hosting a community lunch as we celebrate our Patronal day. Places are limited to 50 – so booking is essential (by 13 September at latest) with Clive and Sandra clive@candshenry.co.uk              07787486574
Meditation Spa: the next session is Monday 14 September at 7. 00pm. Places booked with John. Booking is essential.
Reading the Bible (evening): Tuesday 6 October 7.00pm at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne. 
Café of Hope –The next Café is on Thursday 1 October 10.00am-12 noon. 
Funding Church Hall: we are currently getting together a small Funding hub to locate grant making bodies and apply for relevant funds to ensure the hall is sufficiently funded for essential works. We are aiming to meet in week beginning Monday 14 September – let John know if you are interested. 
Basics Bank Collections: Do bring into church tinned, packet goods, toiletries – and we will then drop these off to the Basics bank at the end of the month. Thank you!
Flag-Pole in church car park: we need to lower the flagpole and check it is in good condition and provide a coating of wood preservative. We require a couple of volunteers who would like to do this for us.  Please speak to either John or one of the churchwardens (Ros or Sheila). Thank you. 

John Goringe RIP: John’s funeral was an occasion where he was fondly remembered – both as a person among us and in everything he has done for the church community. It was so good to see the church pews filled. May John rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen. 
New Sound System in church: we are currently in discussion with a local firm to install and upgrade our current provision. This will enhance the church experience. We are indebted to the kind gifts through legacies which has enabled us to plan and finalise this initiative. 

From John – our Vicar
Sorting out problems, making good the mistakes, bringing about reconciliation and reinstating order – all these are important elements of a community functioning well. In Matthew 18 it looks like we’re having Jesus giving serious directions as to the process for bringing about reconciliation. It sounds like this is important and the steps to be taken are structured and organised.

However, when making sense of these directions we need to be aware of what comes previous and what follows. In the lead up to the directions on how to process the making good of sin, there is a discussion among the disciples as to who is the greatest. Jesus in response to these questions, places a servant boy into the midst of them. The servant boy is a person whom nobody really notices. The boy is certainly not granted any authority over adults, his opinion is not sought, he simply serves the community without drawing attention to himself. Yet it is the servant boy who is the example of the one who holds the authority. Jesus then goes onto explain that if we mistreat the servant boy, we harm ourselves. It is an echo of the prophet Isaiah where the Lord acclaims the community will be led by a little child (Isaiah 11:6).

And then we have the parable of the lost sheep following the question of who is the greatest. Although in Matthew’s gospel it is not a parable, as Jesus is simply stating how things work. The shepherd Jesus explains will go after the one lost sheep, leaving the 99 sheep safe behind. In the moment of crisis, the shepherd favours the lost sheep. And in the finding of the lost sheep there is much rejoicing. Jesus then links this action to God – it is the same. The one who is outside is sought after – note the lost sheep is not ostracised, scapegoated or ridiculed. This one sheep is looked for, found and rejoiced over. 

In the Old Testament reference is made to ‘cities of refuge’ (Deuteronomy 19). So, if somebody was to kill another by accident, this person would flee to the ‘city of refuge’ to provide some breathing space for the justice system to operate. If not, then there is a real danger for justice to be administered in a rush, and for the wrong justice to be administered. Similarly, the Shepherd slows everything down. He shuts the gate on the 99 safe sheep, and he then goes out in search. This searching, takes time. Rather than the quick put down that the lost sheep deserves all he gets, the shepherd slows everything down, and mercy and grace can enter.

In the directions as to bring about restoration for the one who sins, the directions Jesus provide means time will be taken. This grace period enables grace to enter. Understanding can be sought; honest engagement can be pursued. Witnesses are included to provide further opportunity to understand. If everything fails, Jesus instructs to treat them as a gentile or a tax collector. Here there is a real twinkle in the eye of Matthew, the gospel writer. You see, Jesus has just fed the gentiles (the four thousand) with bread and fish. And the tax collector is none other than the writer of the gospel! So, this is the way to bring in the outcast, the one who gets it all wrong. 

Jesus then gives teaching on forgiveness, and the necessity to pass it on. And this forms the central element of the Lord’s Prayer ‘forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us’. Perhaps it’s the servant boy who finds it easiest to enter this landscape of living. When our ‘ego’ is diminished and we’ve let go of that ‘false self’ which demands respect and appreciation, then we become more able to own the space of the ‘servant boy’. And here we discover true authority and endless grace. 

Sunday 6 September 2026
Collect for Trinity 14

Almighty God, whose only Son has opened for us a new and living way into your presence: give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to worship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Romans 13: 8-end
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,”[a] and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”[b] 10 Love does no harm to a neighbour. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.
The Day Is Near
11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.[c]
Matthew 18: 15-20
“If your brother or sister[b] sins,[c] go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’[d] 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be[e] bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be[f] loosed in heaven.
19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”
Prayers for Trinity 14
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

Verse 1

Lord Jesus Christ 

You have come to us 

You are one with us, 

Mary's Son. 

Cleansing our souls from all their sin. 

Pouring Your love and goodness in. 

Jesus our love for you we sing, 

Living Lord. 

 

Verse 2

Lord Jesus Christ 

Now and every day 

Teach us how to pray, 

Son of God. 

You have commanded us to do 

This in remembrance Lord of you 

Into our lives your power breaks through, 

Living Lord. 

 

Verse 3

Lord Jesus Christ 

You have come to us 

Born as one with us, 

Mary's Son. 

Led out to die on Calvary, 

Risen from death to set us free, 

Living Lord Jesus help us see 

You are Lord. 

 

Verse 4

Lord Jesus Christ 

I would come to you 

Live my life for you, 

Son of God. 

All your commands I know are true, 

Your many gifts will make me new, 

Into my life your power breaks through, 

Living Lord. 
Prayers of intercession  
We pray for the Church: for discernment and patience... for unity and coming together as family, as one;

We pray for peace in our world, where there is conflict a lasting peace may be found and formed;

We pray for all who hold positions of authority and leadership, praying that peace may be pursued with wisdom and courage;

We pray for our community: for neighbours and shared life together;

We pray for all who have gone before us, remembering their example and the privilege of what has been shared;

We pray for our families and all who support and befriend us;

We pray for those who have died recently: John Goringe, Terry Miles, Denny Humby;
And those whose anniversary of death occurs this week: Ernest Baker (10th), Phyllis Lock (10th);
We pray for ourselves : that we may know assurance and grace in all things;

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

 

1. Brother, sister, let me serve you;
let me be as Christ to you;
pray that I may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.

2. We are pilgrims on a journey,
and companions on the road;
we are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load.

3. I will hold the Christlight for you
in the nighttime of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.

4. I wil! weep when you are weeping;
when you laugh I'll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow,
till we've seen this journey through.

5. When we sing to God in heaven,
we shall find such harmony,
born of all we've known together
of Christ's love and agony.

6. Brother, sister, let me serve you;
let me be as Christ to you;
pray thatl may have the grace to
let you be my servant too.
The Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
PAGE  
2

