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Sunday 31 August 2025 
Trinity 11
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship : (in Church Hall)
8.00am:  Holy Communion
11.30am Holy Communion 
Sunday 7 September: there will be the Benefice Service at 10.00am at St. Mary’s Copythorne. This is the Patronal Festival service for St. Mary’s – there are no services at Netley Marsh this Sunday – we are all encouraged to join in worship as a benefice at St. Mary’s. There is either parking right outside the church door or in the Scout car park next door.
Restoration Works: Salisbury Cathedral Works have been in church this last week working on the chancel area and t=returning the pulpit into its place. Plans are underway to refurbish the choir stalls. Tim – our architect – has been in church again this week to oversee the next stage of works which are required.
Tea n’ Cake: Sunday 31 August 3.00- 5.00pm – there will be home-made cake and a cuppa - £4.50. There is an attached flyer to this newsletter – book this date into your diary – and invite family & friends.
Reading the Bible: next session is Tuesday 2 September at 7.00pm -at St. Mary’s Copythorne.

Meditation Spa: the next session is  Monday 8 September at 7.00pm at Netley Marsh Infant School. Places need to be booked with John. 

Sunday 21 September: Patronal Festival On this Sunday there will only be ONE service in the benefice – at 10.00am in the St. Matthew’s Church Hall. Our friends from St. Mary’s Copythorne will be joining us for this service of Holy Communion. 
MIDDLE EAST MATTERS
At our August Meeting we discussed a passage from Luke 4 :16-30 where Jesus returned to Nazareth to read in the temple.  The people had heard about the miracles he had performed in other places and were expecting him to put his own community first. However, instead he spoke of extending God’s love outside the immediate environment.  We talked about looking at those on the margins of our society both in our own and other countries.  An example from EMBRACE was the supporting of a young entrepreneur in Iraq in setting up her own beauty salon business. 
There will not be a meeting in September.

Dave Update: as many of us will know Dave Martin is suffering from an aggressive tumour… our prayers are very much with Dave, Susie and all the family. Dave is such an integral part of our church community, and we pray that he may have such an awareness of God’s faithfulness in this time. Dave and Susie are hugely appreciative of the prayers the church community have been and continue to offer at this time.
 From John – our Vicar
So, what are you worth?!! 

In a very real sense, we look to each other for validation. We, as human beings, depend absolutely on someone other to give us our sense of worth. That is, at root we all have a profound need that someone should recognize us, and how we act is deeply motivated by our need to obtain such recognition. We all need a someone ‘other’ to take note of us and tell us “I have noticed you, and I like what you are doing”. 
The issue is, however, which ‘other’ do I look to for recognition? Which is the other in whom I depend for my sense of worth? I think that there are two possibilities: I can depend entirely on my peers, in which case my goodness, my striving to do well, and the sort of life I lead will be a reflection of them, and I’ll have to do everything to keep myself well-considered by them, receiving those whom they receive and excluding those whom they exclude, so as not to run the risk of finding myself the excluded one. My dependence on my peers means the direction of my life is shaped in a particular way by the people who surround me. This is predominantly a sub-conscious process but all too real nevertheless! It means that the ‘I’ that I presume is ‘me’ is simply a construction based on my social context.

This is the ‘self’ which Jesus calls us to drop, to let go of. This ‘self’ – which is formed and protected by my desire to ‘fit in’ with those around me. This is why bullying is so endemic – with enough pressure, overt and discreet, we’re all vulnerable to allow our desires to be filtered and controlled by the ‘other’. 

The desire for ‘glory’ – the Greek word ‘doxa’ – is all so alluring. The meaning of this word ‘doxa’ is to do with reputation and honour. We want to be well thought of by our peers, and this easily slips in to ‘needing’ this recognition. When this drives the way we live, we lose our freedom – like being strait-jacketed into somebody else’s expectations. 

Jesus provides us with a wonderful parable about a wedding banquet – and the all-important seating plan! The correlation Jesus gives is simple and clear – if you look for the place of honour you will be humiliated, but if you choose the place which is lowly, ‘glory’ (doxa) will be given to you. And how do we choose the lowly place: by following Jesus who took the place of shame in going the way of the cross. In losing our real ‘self’ by walking hand in hand with Jesus, we receive our true sense of worth – glory upon glory. It’s a holy contradiction!

The implication of this parable is then to look for recognition – not from our peers – but from the One who creates and loves us without any need something in return. Jesus underlines this by the postscript to the parable – only invite those to your table who have no access to returning the favour. Live your life in the light of your God – who loves us with no thought of anything coming back in return. And this love is unlocked for us when we are prepared to only look to heaven for recognition and worth. 

When this happens, we dare to let ourselves be borrowed by ‘the fine, fine wind that takes its course through the chaos of the world’ (the poem I referenced last week: ‘The Song of a Man Who has Come Through’ DH Lawrence). It’s something truly beautiful, and DH Lawrence acclaims ‘the rock will be split, we shall come at the wonder, we shall find the Hesperides’. In other words, we shall discover ‘glory’ – right here in the middle of everything.  We all want to be worth something... 

in God’s amazing grace we discover we’re worth everything!

Sunday 31st August Trinity 11
Collect for Trinity 11

O God, you declare your almighty power most chiefly in showing mercy and pity: mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, that we, running the way of your commandments, may receive your gracious promises, and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Hebrews 13: 1-8, 15,16
Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. 3 Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.

4 Marriage should be honoured by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said,

“Never will I leave you;
    never will I forsake you.”[a]
6 So we say with confidence,
“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.
    What can mere mortals do to me?”[b]
7 Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess his name. 16 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
Luke 14: 1, 7-14
 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched.
7 When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honour at the table, he told them this parable: 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honour, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place.10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honoured in the presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbours; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

Prayers for Trinity 11
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

1 Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God.
He whose Word cannot be broken
formed thee for His own abode.
On the Rock of Ages founded,
what can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation's walls surrounded,
thou may'st smile at all thy foes.

2 See, the streams of living waters,
springing from eternal love,
well supply thy sons and daughters
and all fear of want remove.
Who can faint while such a river 
ever flows their thirst to assuage?
Grace, which like the Lord, the Giver,
never fails from age to age.

3 'Round each habitation hov'ring,
see the cloud and fire appear
for a glory and a cov'ring,
showing that the Lord is near.
Thus deriving from their banner
light by night and shade by day,
safe they feed upon the manna
which He gives them on their way.

4 Saviour, since of Zion's city
I through grace a member am,
let the world deride or pity,
I will glory in Thy name.
Fading is the worldling's pleasures,
all his boasted pomp and show;
solid joys and lasting treasures
none but Zion's children know.

Prayers of intercession  

We pray for the Church: for discernment and patience... for unity and coming together as family, as one;

We pray for peace in our world, where there is conflict a lasting peace may be found and formed;

We pray for all who hold positions of authority and leadership, we especially pray for Bishop Philip in his role as Bishop of Winchester; 

We pray for our community: for neighbours and shared life together;

We pray for our families and all who support and befriend us;

We pray for ourselves : that we may know assurance and grace in all things;

We pray for those who have recently died: 

And those whose anniversary of death occurs at this time: Don Drake (1st);
Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

1. God forgave my sin in Jesus' name,
I've been born again in Jesus' name,
and in Jesus' name I come to you
to share his love as he told me to.

He said:
'Freely, freely you have received;
freely, freely give.
Go in my name and because you believe,
others will know that I live.'

2. All power is given in Jesus' name,
in earth and heaven in Jesus' name,
and in Jesus' name I come to you
to share his power as he told me to.

He said:
'Freely, freely you have received;
freely, freely give.
Go in my name and because you believe,
others will know that I live.'
The Blessing

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your heart and mind in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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