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Sunday 31 May 2026
Trinity Sunday
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship
8.00am

Holy Communion

11.30am
Holy Communion
1.30pm
Holy Baptism

Meditation Spa:  Monday 1 June, Thursday 11 June (no sessions in May) both at 7.00pm in church. Places booked with John.  
Reading the Bible (evening): Tuesday 2 June 7.00pm at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne.

Reading the Bble (afternoon): Thursday 25 June 2.30pm at St. Matthew’s Church, Netley Marsh.

Café of Hope – This week our newly launched Café will start on a monthly basis in church on Thursday 4 June 10.00am-12 noon. Do just come along at any point in the morning – this is such a lovely way to expand our church reach into the community and bless each other.

(angelabonning2016@gmail.com)  (lorettaperfittpearce@gmail.com). 

VILLAGE FAYRE & CARNIVAL SATURDAY JUNE 27

This is our biggest fund raiser of the year. Apart from all the normal things required, draw prizes, good quality bric-a-brac, bottles for the bottle stall, homemade cakes we are looking for abled body helpers…. Each year we are very lucky and very grateful to the Scout and Guide leaders and parents for setting up and clearing away.  Please ask family and friends if they can spare an hour or so Friday evening, Saturday morning and after the fayre on Saturday. The leaders spend a lot of time and effort in making the carnival floats and running stalls, we need to do our bit in helping set up and clear away. There will be a sheet at back of Church to put names and availability down. Or let Angela, Sue or Clive know what help you can get or give. THANK YOU 

Pet Service: Sunday 5 July 3.00pm in church – do invite friends and family for this informal celebration… all pets are welcome… and their owners and supporters!

MIDDLE EAST MATTERS At our May meeting we looked at the Scripture Passage in Act 9 where Ananias is instructed by God to minister to Saul. In his role as an agent of reconciliation Ananias is playing a small but vital part resulting in far reaching consequences.  Similarly, Embrace’s partner Musalaha works for reconciliation in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories by bringing young Jews, Christians and Muslims together to work for justice and peace.
MORNING COFFEE AND PLANT SALE… Many thanks to all those who came along. We raised £222 on the day plus another £75 after services last Sunday….

From John – our Vicar
The Easter, Ascensiontide and Pentecost celebrations find their culmination in Trinity Sunday – that Sunday which follows Pentecost. It all gets combined into the understanding that God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – all this is God. It's a wonderful acclamation of our truth… and in a human world of escalating rage, and in many ways of utter disarray… I’m a big Trinity fan!

Yet, Trinity Sunday has ordinarily been accompanied with despairing sighs as we try to understand ‘God’ and invariably reduce ‘God’ to an ‘incomprehensible mystery’ or failing that an obscure mathematical formula as though we’re discussing some distant galaxy which we know very little about but which we attempt to make various and ethereal deductions. 

Neither of these will ever do. Trinity is a description of our ultimate existence, and it provides us with the reassurance to live as life has always been intended. The doctrine of the Trinity is, I believe, true. It tells us about our life ‘inside’ of God. As St. Paul tells us we live and move inside God – ‘in Him’. So, what this means is that everything we know, see, touch, hear and feel has an ‘outside’ to it. And this ‘outside’ we call ‘God’. There’s an ‘outside’ to everything!

Now, that’s a definition of ‘God’ – the ‘outside’ of everything. This ‘outside’ holds everything inside in its being… without this ‘outside’ there would be no existence, and no life. Much of human activity is completed with no recognition of the ‘outside’ - as though human history is accomplished in isolation to anything bigger ‘holding it’. Human business therefore becomes flat and one-dimensional – full of its own self-importance, and invariably riven with rage, antipathy, and ever-circling rivalries. We have governments failing to govern, leaders who utterly miss the point of things, and media agendas so far removed from the truth of everything. No wonder there’s a feeling of being trapped and an accompanying hopelessness as mistakes get repeated.

This ‘outside’ is beyond me in that I don’t have direct knowledge about it, but I can recognise that there is an ‘outside’. This is my belief in ‘God’. So, I have this sense that I’m on the ’inside of something’ and this ‘something’ is the ‘outside’ which I call ‘God’. I’m being held ‘inside’, carried by this ‘outside’ – and it holds me, and everybody and thing in the created universe. I begin to ‘know’ this ‘outside’ because it has chosen to inhabit the ‘inside’ as one of us – Jesus Christ, the Son. Jesus then becomes the criterion for this ‘outside’ presence – otherwise it is utterly vulnerable to whatever belief system is foisted onto it. Jesus is the ‘standard’ for the ‘outside’ force underlining its gentleness, forbearance, and power. It's not held by death, nor is it vindictive. 

Yet, as we know only too well, Jesus is interpreted... he is explained. Some have interpreted the cross of Jesus as a ‘paying the price’ so a vengeance ridden God is appeased. However, others speak of the cross revealing the utter love of God in the teeth of human violence. It is the Holy Spirit which interprets Jesus to the world. As we open ourselves to the Spirit which communicates with the human spirit, the truth of the criterion is revealed. We then begin to ‘know’ God, and our life on the ‘inside’ dances with delight as we realise the universe really is friendly and on our side. You see, the ‘outside’ is not full of rage, but is gentle (like a breath) and is the source of life in all its colour and abundance. 

Believing in the Trinity is therefore not an academic exercise, but one which transforms our whole perception on life and our place in it. 

Sunday 31 May 2026
Collect for Trinity Sunday

Almighty and everlasting God, you have given us your servants grace, by the confession of a true faith, to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity and in the power of the divine majesty to worship the Unity: keep us steadfast in this faith, that we may evermore be defended from all adversities; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Isaiah 40: 12-17, 27-end
Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand,
    or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens?
Who has held the dust of the earth in a basket,
    or weighed the mountains on the scales
    and the hills in a balance?
13 Who can fathom the Spirit[a] of the Lord,
    or instruct the Lord as his counsellor?
14 Whom did the Lord consult to enlighten him,
    and who taught him the right way?
Who was it that taught him knowledge,
    or showed him the path of understanding?
15 Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket;
    they are regarded as dust on the scales;
    he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust.
16 Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires,
    nor its animals enough for burnt offerings.
17 Before him all the nations are as nothing;
    they are regarded by him as worthless
    and less than nothing.
27 Why do you complain, Jacob?
    Why do you say, Israel,
“My way is hidden from the Lord;
    my cause is disregarded by my God”?
28 Do you not know?
    Have you not heard?
The Lord is the everlasting God,
    the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He will not grow tired or weary,
    and his understanding no one can fathom.
29 He gives strength to the weary
    and increases the power of the weak.
30 Even youths grow tired and weary,
    and young men stumble and fall;
31 but those who hope in the Lord
    will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
    they will run and not grow weary,
    they will walk and not be faint.
Matthew 28: 16-end
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Prayers for Trinity Sunday
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

1. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!

2. Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee,
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea.
Cherubim and seraphim, falling down before thee,
Who was and is and evermore shall be.

3. Holy, Holy, Holy! though the darkness hide thee,
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,
Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
Perfect in pow'r, in love, and purity.

4. Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth, and sky, and sea;
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity.

Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Joan Read)
We meet together in the presence of God whose love is freedom whose touch is healing and whose voice is calm. We meet not in our own strength but in the knowledge that Gods spirit is always within us with our worship today and in our daily lives.

Lord in your mercy

We pray for all who struggle with the demands of daily life for the unemployed the homeless with no one to care for them for the families torn apart from war, the refugee with nowhere to go and those in abusive relationships we ask that you ease their struggle bring hope to their hearts and guide them to the help they need and show them a path to a new beginning.

Lord in your mercy

Father we thank you for the church of which we are members our families who help us grow, for friends who love us by choice, for people who share are burdens and daily tasks, for strangers who welcome us into their daily lives, for people from other countries who ask us to understand different cultures, for children who lighten our moments with delight and for the unborn who offer us hope for the future we thank you for this day and our lives

Lord in your mercy

Illness and sickness touch many people others await surgery or the results of tests let us ask for Gods healing touch for each of them as we pray for ………..

We remember before you those who have died in recent days…..

And those whose anniversary falls at this time: Olive Rogers(27th), John Harris (28th), Joan Hawes (28th), Ray Stempt (30th),Winnie Quirk (31st), Edward Calverley (1st), Jean Lingwood (1st), Julia Moore (1st), Peggy Witchell (1st) Rose Williams (2nd), Dot Hayward(2nd), Jenny Jazrawi(6th),Ivor Roach (6th), Val Roach (6th);
Rest eternal grant unto them oh lord and let light perpetual shine on them

Lord in your mercy

Thank you lord for your presence here with us this morning as we leave we ask you to bless us throughout the remainder of the day and the coming week…
Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

1 Thou, whose almighty word
chaos and darkness heard,
and took their flight;
hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the gospel-day
sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light.

2 Thou, who didst come to bring
on thy redeeming wing
healing and sight,
health to the sick in mind,
sight to the inly blind,
O now to all mankind
let there be light.

3 Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving, holy Dove,
speed forth thy flight;
move on the water's face,
bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth's darkest place
let there be light.

4 Holy and blessèd Three,
glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might;
boundless as ocean's tide
rolling in fullest pride,
through the earth far and wide
let there be light.

The Blessing

God the Holy Trinity make you strong in faith and love, defend you on every side, and guide you in truth and peace; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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