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Sunday 3 May 2026
Easter 5
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship
8.00am

Holy Communion

11.30am
Holy Communion

ASCENSION DAY: Thursday 14 May 7.00pm there will be an evening service of Holy Communion at St. Mary’s Copythorne as we keep this Holy Day – it is one of the principal Festival days in the church calendar. Everybody is welcome and encouraged to attend if possible. 

Pentecost: Sunday 24 May – we are gathering for a United Service at Copythorne Parish Hall (with St. Mary’s Copythorne and Cadnam Methodist) – the service starts at 10.00am. There is only an 8.00am service in church on this day.

Bluebell Walk: Saturday 25 April was an absolute delight – the dozen or so walkers were knee-deep in the bluebell wood. It was hugely enjoyed by everybody!
Meditation Spa:  Monday 1 June, Thursday 11 June (no sessions in May) both at 7.00pm in church. Places booked with John.  
Reading the Bible (evening): Tuesday 2 June 7.00pm at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne.

Reading the Bble (afternoon): Thursday 25 June 2.30pm at St. Matthew’s Church, Netley Marsh.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting: Monday 20 April @ 6.00pm. the financial reports are in church – with many people already having collected their copies. There are copies also of the Report in its entirety. 
Church Pews: have arrived and look just right!
PLANT SALE 12TH MAY. If you are planting any seeds, plant a few extra for our sale !!!! AND... We will need some good quality patio pots and hanging baskets to pot up. Also if you know any craft workers, artists etc who would like to have a stall please let us know (we are OK for cards!!) and of course tell everyone you know! Greggs Sausage rolls, Danish pastries, croissants  available too!
Café of Hope – Coming soon! Our newly launched Café will start on a monthly basis in church on Thursday 4 June 10.00am-12 noon. If you would like to help in making teas/coffees etc please contact Angela or Loretta

(angelabonning2016@gmail.com)  (lorettaperfittpearce@gmail.com). 

SoulKids: Sunday School– is returning. The first session will be on Sunday 20 September. We require 5 helpers to enable this to operate each month – please speak to either Dionne or Jo. 

From John – our Vicar
Finding security and reassurance is the golden ticket! People of all ages seek validation. When its extended we have that profound sense, we’re understood, and our place isn’t under threat. Yes, finding security and reassurance really is the doorway through which all life can truly be lived. 

Jesus gives to his disciples those wonderfully tender words, ‘do not let your hearts be troubled’. Jesus knows the tyranny of fear and how it suffocates the life breath. When life is injected with such a fear, then the floodwaters of blame and accusation run rampant. And this in turns escalates the turmoil; in the end the disarray is judged to be ‘normal’ – a despairing life handed down from one fearful generation to another. 

People just accept that life is perpetually half-empty, scrabbling around for the means to get by, to survive another week… Our expectations are reduced to zero, as we wait for the release of a vacation or day trip to the countryside. And so, Jesus speaks into our deep unease: ‘do not let your hearts be troubled…’ He substantiates this invitation by telling his disciples ‘My Father’s house has many rooms’. We often like to read this as a signpost to heaven – something for the future. But this would be to miss what Jesus is relating.

Earlier in John’s gospel Jesus references his ‘Father’s house’ in the dramatic interchange as he sweeps the temple precincts clear of the money lenders and traders. In that instance Jesus makes direct reference to the temple. But here in this later instance he is saying something different – God’s house is not just the one place, the holy of holies. God’s house is now many and multitudinous. You see, ‘there are many rooms in my Father’s house’. This is the message of the Easter sunrise discovery – the presence is not in the tomb, the holy of holies, but rather it is behind Mary. It is in the largesse of the garden. 

It is with this understanding, and this Easter encounter, we turn around to all creation to discover the holy presence. There are many rooms – in the quiet forest, the bustling city streets, the deeply flowing river, and the expansive desert sands. God is everywhere. This really is the Father’s house. But there’s more.

Philip asks Jesus ‘show us the Father’. To which Jesus replies, ‘don’t you know… you’ve already seen the Father’. Jesus repeats the Father is in him, and he is in the Father. In Christ there is a coming together of the human and the divine – in all its fullness. And the truth extends to the human family. Once you believe, this truth is realised in your perceptions, understandings, and everything you do. Indeed, Jesus states we will do greater things than he has done – there is no rivalry or comparison here – we’re all part of the flow of God into the world. Just believe! 

Jesus says of himself that he is ‘the way, and the truth, and the life’ – not as some exclusive badge, but rather drawing out that Jesus’ way (as has been demonstrated repeatedly in the human encounters at every turn in the gospels) is a way of forgiveness, amazing grace, and acceptance amid a tumultuous world of division and strife. This way then leads us into the truth – that God is not located in one place only, but the presence is everywhere (‘many rooms’), and this truth opens the door to the explosion of life. When we refuse the way and choose to resist believing by holding onto our resentments or finger-pointing tendencies, we shut ourselves off from the truth and from all expressions of God’s life of blessing into the world.  
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Almighty God, who through your only begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into our minds good desires, so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord , who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Acts 7: 55-end
But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”
57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.
59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.
John 14: 1-14
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God[a];believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.4 You know the way to the place where I am going.”
Jesus the Way to the Father
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know[b] my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.
Prayers for Easter 5
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

1 O praise ye the Lord! Praise him in the height;
rejoice in his word, ye angels of light;
ye heavens adore him by whom ye were made,
and worship before him, in brightness arrayed.

2 O praise ye the Lord! Praise him upon earth,
in tuneful accord, ye sons of new birth;
praise him who hath brought you his grace from above,
praise him who hath taught you to sing of his love.

3 O praise ye the Lord, all things that give sound;
each jubilant chord re-echo around;
loud organs, his glory forth tell in deep tone,
and, sweet harp, the story of what he hath done.

4 O praise ye the Lord! Thanksgiving and song
to him be outpoured all ages along:
for love in creation, for heaven restored,
for grace of salvation, O praise ye the Lord!

Prayers of intercession  
We pray for the Church: for discernment and patience... for unity and coming together as family, as one;

We pray for peace in our world, where there is conflict a lasting peace may be found and formed;

We pray for all who hold positions of authority and leadership, praying that peace may be pursued with wisdom and courage;

We pray for our community: for neighbours and shared life together;

We pray for those who have died in recently: Chris Green, Gordon Le Coq, Thelma Emery;
And those whose anniversary of death occurs this week: Frank Eldridge(4th), Iris Shorter(5th),Edward Heasman (7th), Myrtle Wyatt (8th),Edith Parrington (10th), Margaret Wright (12th), Philip Brookfield (16th);

We pray for our families and all who support and befriend us;

We pray for ourselves : that we may know assurance and grace in all things;

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

There is a redeemer
Jesus, God's own son
Precious lamb of God, Messiah
Holy one
Jesus my redeemer
Name above all names
Precious lamb of God, Messiah
Oh, for sinners slain.
Thank you oh my father
For giving us your son
And leaving your spirit
'Til the work on earth is done.
When I stand in glory
I will see his face
And there I'll serve my king forever
In that holy place.
Thank you oh my father
For giving us your son
And leaving your spirit
'Til the work on earth is done.

The Blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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