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Sunday 29 June 2025 
St. Peter
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship : (in Church Hall)
8.00am:  Holy Communion
11.30am Holy Communion & Baptism
Meditation Spa: the next sessions are  Monday 30 June and 14 July all at 7.00pm at Netley Marsh Infant School. Places need to be booked with John.  
Restoration Works: the screed has been laid across the whole of the nave – the works continue! Stu Philps installed the new boiler last weekend – the underfloor heating system is very nearly now ready for operation!

The next element will be the completion of the required plastering which can be completed while the screed is drying. 
The 5p jars continue to be handed in – so far these jars have raised a fantastic £1275.00 for the restoration works. This is brilliant! A big thank you to Sue Wheeler who continues to manage and count these monies as they come in.

Fete & Carnival Saturday 28 June – help is always needed for this major church fundraising event. If you would like to help head for the refreshments table as help would be hugely appreciated here (maybe for an hour). The Carnival procession begins at 1.30pm from the Gamekeeper pub and the fete starts around 2.00pm on the church hall field.
Reading the Bible: the next session is on Tuesday 1 July at 7.00pm. Everybody is invited. Sessions take place at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne – parking is available outside the main church door. 

Cheese and wine tasting evening 2nd  Auguust7.00pm for 7.30pm start   Come along and try 3 red 3 whites, 6 cheeses!! And a little bit of information on them!!  Designated driver refreshments will be available!!!!!

Julia Moore RIP: Julia’s funeral has not yet been arranged – so when we have details these will be communicated.
Val Roach RIP: Val’s funeral will be on Friday 4 July at 11.00am at St. Anne’s Church Calmore with burial at Netley Marsh at 11.45am. The wake will follow at Woodlands Lodge Hotel. You are asked not to wear dark formal funeral wear (Val’s wishes). 

Sea Sunday: 13 July – attached are details for Mission to Seafarers which does a magnificent job in supporting those working at sea in challenging circumstances. You can support the Mission through giving and knitting! Details are in the attachment. For more info speak to Ros.

Bartley Village Hall Sat 5 July: wee have a stall here 2-4pm. Do support if you can. Thank you!

Tuesday Toast: in the church hall 9.30am Tuesdays (school term time).
From John – our Vicar
Peter the Apostle, the fisherman, and disciple is one of those multi-faceted characters in our scriptures which we all too readily identify with. We love his enthusiasm, recognise his brashness, and understand his many slip-ups… Peter is like us, and we like that!

On one famous occasion Peter accompanies Jesus and the two disciples James and John up to the top of a mountain. At the top Jesus’ appearance suddenly glows with a radiance which lights everything up. Jesus is transfigured. Next to Jesus are two heroes of the faith story from the Old Testament, Moses and Elijah. Peter immediately suggests building three tents, one for Jesus, one for Moses and one for Elijah. Before anything else can happen, a thick cloud envelops the mountaintop and a voice proclaims, ‘This is my Son, listen to him!’ And then everything returns to ‘normal’, and Jesus walks down the mountain with his three disciples instructing them to tell no-one until ‘after the resurrection’. 

This encounter must have lingered long in the heart for Peter and the two other disciples. Although Moses and Elijah were heroes of the faith community, it was Jesus who was and is to be listened to. You see, Moses and Elijah while being talismanic individuals, they weren’t perfect. 

Perhaps the most famous story associated with Elijah is the set to with the prophets of Baal. The challenge was instigated to set alight the altar of wood – whichever between Baal and the Lord, could do it would be the undisputed Lord of all. As the drama unfolds it is the Lord, after the intercession of Elijah, who sends down the flames on the sodden wooden altar. It’s a brilliant story – one I loved to be told and re-told as a boy. But the ending is often forgotten. With victory in the bag, Elijah commands all the doomed prophets of Baal to be slaughtered. Now that bit of the story wasn’t included with the re-telling I heard as a little boy… but this endpiece of the story is right there in the Old Testament account. So yes, Elijah was somebody who was incredibly moved by God’s Spirit, but he didn’t get everything right. 

You see, how we operate when things are going our way is important. If we win or lose, we are called to remain faithful to the teaching and the example of Jesus – ‘listen to him!’ When things are seemingly falling into place – when the sick are healed and the hungry fed – Jesus either removes himself from public life or he commands the one who has been healed not to tell anybody. Jesus looks for no fanfare or red carpet, and when he loses – on Good Friday – there is no throwing the toys out of the pram, but a simple eloquent acceptance and confidence. Both Moses and Elijah sometimes lost their sense of focus and revelled in victory – God the Father speaks from within the cloud to listen to Jesus – and Jesus only. And Jesus tells his disciples to only talk about the Transfiguration experience after the resurrection – for this is when the disciples will see how Jesus lives and holds himself when the victory is real. 

The church today in much of the western world, and especially in our own nation, is in a period of rapid decline. It’s influence and standing is receding alarmingly. This is the time for the church to ‘listen to Jesus’. When defeat is staring us in the face, this is the time to follow the example of Jesus… dig deeply into the knowledge of resurrection over death, the confidence of life and its inherent power even in the bleakest of landscapes. Peter learned this the hard way, the very hard way. And perhaps this is why Peter is such a model for us today – as individuals and as communities of people. 

Sunday 29 June St.Peter
Collect for St. Peter

Almighty God, who by your Son Jesus Christ did give to your apostle Peter many excellent gifts, and commanded him earnestly to feed your flock: make, we beseech you, all bishops and pastors diligently to preach your holy word, and the people obediently to follow the same, that they may receive the crown of everlasting glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
1 Peter 2: 19-end
For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.

22 “He committed no sin,
    and no deceit was found in his mouth.”[a]
23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,”[b] but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Matthew 16: 13-19

 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter,[a] and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades[b] will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be[c] bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be[d] loosed in heaven.”

Prayers for St. Peter
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art
Thou my best thought, by day or by night
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord
Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son
Thou in me dwelling and I with Thee one
Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise
Thou mine inheritance, now and always
Thou and Thou only first in my heart
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art
High King of heaven, my victory won
May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's sun
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall
Still be my vision, O ruler of all

Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Susie Curtis)
Heavenly Father, we praise you for all the gifts that you give us here on Earth, your beauty shines all around us and sometimes we take it for granted. We need to look deeper into our Masters eyes to feel the love and the light that he gives us.

Lord in your mercy

 Heavenly Father we have much to be grateful for. We pray for patience and kindness to others; we pray that the children will

Come to know your love through our church schools, and share these lessons with others, it is time father that your lambs started to return to your fold.

Lord in your mercy

We pray for all those who are suffering physically and mentally. Lord, we pray for the lonely, and the grieving give them hope that they will know that their loved ones are in your kingdom.

Faith sometimes can be tested, and Jesus taught us that we don’t need to see to believe, we just must open our hearts and minds, be still and let him in.

Lord in your mercy

Father, we take a moment to ask for healing for those known to us as we whisper their names in the silence of our hearts. 

Also, those who have asked for our prayers …………………….see 

sheet.

Dear Father, we remember those who have died in recent days: Julia Moore, Val Roach, Vernon Trowbridge;
  ……And those who’s anniversary of death occurs this week: Kim Bainbridge (30th), Mark Jefferson (30th), Tony Sharland (3rd), Derek Cutler (5th);
REST ETERNAL, GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD AND LET LIGHT PERPETUAL SHINE UPON THEM.

Father, we pray for our beloved Church St Matthews, 

We pray as we are so far forward with the works that had to be done, give us your strength Lord to continue and to celebrate and rejoice in your house once again.

Lord in your mercy

 Father, we pray for John, our church wardens, our committee and all who are working so hard in your name. We pray that your spirit will guide us all and keep us in the faith we believe in.

Lord in your mercy

Oh, heavenly Father, please give us the grace to love you with all our beings. Let our lives be full of your glory as we step into another week to do your will.

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
forgive our foolish ways!
Reclothe us in our rightful mind;
in purer lives Thy service find,
in deeper rev'rence, praise.

2 In simple trust like theirs who heard,
beside the Syrian sea,
the gracious calling of the Lord,
let us, like them, without a word
Rise up and follow Thee.

3 O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,
where Jesus knelt to share with Thee
the silence of eternity,
interpreted by love!

4 Drop Thy still dews of quietness,
till all our strivings cease;
take from our souls the strain and stress,
and let our ordered lives confess
the beauty of Thy peace.

5 Breathe through the heats of our desire
Thy coolness and Thy balm;
let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;
speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
O still small voice of calm!

The Blessing

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your heart and mind in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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