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Sunday 27 April 2025 
Easter 2
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship : (in Church Hall)
8.00am: 
Holy Communion
11.30am
Holy Communion 
Reading the Bible: the next session is on Tuesday 6 May at 7.00pm. Everybody is invited. Sessions take place at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne – parking is available outside the main church door. 
Meditation Spa: the next sessions are scheduled for Monday 28 April, 12 & 19 May all at 7.00pm at Netley Marsh Infant School. These are popular sessions. Places do need to be booked – please contact John.
Bluebell walk: Saturday 26 April 2.00pm We will be gathering in the St. Matthew’s Church car park and will then make our way up to the resplendent Tatchbury bluebell wood.  

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting is scheduled for Thursday 1 May at 4.00pm in the Church Hall.

Restoration Works: We are hoping that the insulation, under-floor heating, and screed can be introduced into the nave so the nave screed is drying during the same period as the chancel screed.
PLANTS...... Plants, seedlings , potted plants wanted for our Morning Coffee event on May 28th. If you have any please let Clive or Sandra know, or perhaps a neighbour has a few spare!!!!! CRAFTS..... Are you or do you know someone who is a craft worker and would like a stall at our morning coffee event.. ?

ST.MATTHEW'S POLO SHIRTS , SWEAT SHIRTS. AND APRONS......... Our own corporate image!!! Clive will be at both services on Sunday 27th to "model them!!"

If you are unable to be at either service and are interested let Clive know. Clive: 07787486574

Benefice week-day times to pray: across our benefice there are usually 12 public times for joining together with others to pray. There is a simple service of Morning Prayer each Thursday at 9.00am in St. Mary’s church, then in St. Matthew’s Church Hall on a Tuesday morning (9.30am in school term time) there is opportunity to sing and offer individual prayers of petition and praise. And then twice every month on a Monday evening (7.00pm) there is time to pray (without words) in Netley Marsh Infant School and the Netley Marsh Church Hall field. We can pray anywhere and really in any kind of way – it is principally allowing God’s life to sound a kind of echo in us. We don’t need clever words, sometimes we just have to stop what we’re doing and thinking – and then prayer happens!

From John – our Vicar
Certainty – although something we crave – is the death knell of any kind of faith. Certainty closes the door on that further dimension which is both now and beyond. Certainty suggests a sort of absolute confidence, and while it’s good to have a sense of the direction we’re heading, if we’re too locked in our perspective can become diminished and seriously limited.

Doubting Thomas is our patron saint of uncertainty. We know the story well – how he was not with the disciples in that locked room when Jesus appears to them on the evening of the first day of the week. The disciples tell him they have ‘seen the Lord’ – but Thomas doubts - ‘Unless I see the nail marks in his hands…’ he is clearly not sure. But what is it that Thomas is not sure about?

The frequent assumption is that Thomas is doubting the resurrection… the dead being raised to life. However, this seems unlikely in that Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead just days before the events in Jerusalem which led to Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Thomas will have already witnessed close-up a resurrection – a dead man being raised from his tomb. It must have been the talk of the town, and Thomas and the other disciples would have been in the thick of it. So, if it was not the resurrection, what was it? 

On Good Friday Jesus entered the place of shame, and he entered it fully. The journey to Golgotha was a place of lies, insults and depraved brutality. It was acted out in a cauldron of antipathy. Jesus was executed with criminals, spat upon, ridiculed, and left for dead. It would seem to be a complete failure, a reputation in pieces, a promise utterly unfulfilled. Thomas understood the possibility of resurrection – but surely not the resurrection of the shamed. Jesus was totally disgraced in the suffering and the dreadful pantomime played out between Herod and Pilate. From this place, surely there could be no resurrection. And so, Thomas asks to see the crucifixion wounds… for it is this which he doubts – that God would resurrect somebody so shamed.

We see this narrative still being played out in our modern world. The media platforms love to shame individuals, and they’re not half hearted about it! A person can be destroyed by a headline, a storyline crafted in days, without any hope for reformation. And then there are the people who are shamed through nothing they’ve done: perhaps they come from the wrong family, or have the wrong colour of skin, or wear the wrong kind of clothes. Sometimes these people don’t have to say a word to be shamed. Is there any kind of resurrection for them?

When Jesus appears to the other disciples, he breathes on them the Holy Spirit and announces, ‘if you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven’. Here he gives the blueprint for the church and all Christian people. Forgiveness is the agent for resurrection. You see, resurrection is not only a resuscitated dead body, but a body made alive through forgiveness. The risen presence of Jesus is an overwhelming forgiving presence. The forgiveness was even there on the cross, but now in resurrection it is all there is. This is what breaks the cycle of repeated violence, it is this which brings forth new life, this is the substance of our Easter living.

There is a longing for our nation to return to its Christian roots – well that is a wonderful longing – and it is to see a vibrant forgiveness being extended to the whole of the human family – even and perhaps particularly for the shamed and disgraced. Do we long for this Easter faith – for ourselves and the communities we serve? 

Sunday 27 April Easter 2
Collect for Easter 2

Almighty Father, you have given your only Son to die for our sins and to rise again for our justification: grant us so to put away the leaven of malice and wickedness that we may always serve you in pureness of living and truth; through the merits of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Acts 5: 37-42
After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were scattered. 38 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail.39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.”

40 His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.
41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.
John 20: 19-31

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

Jesus Appears to Thomas
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus[a]), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

The Purpose of John’s Gospel
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe[b] that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.


Prayers for Easter 2
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!
I will enter His gates with thanksgiving in my heart;
I will enter His courts with praise.
I will say this is the day that the Lord has made.
I will rejoice for He has made me glad.
He has made me glad, He has made me glad,
I will rejoice for He has made me glad.
He has made me glad, He has made me glad,
I will rejoice for He has made me glad.
Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Ros Stollery)

We commence our prayers today thanking you for the life of Pope Francis who died this week. We thank you for the good works he did, for his caring, for reshaping the Catholic church. We pray for all who mourn his passing

Lord in your mercy.....

Lord of love, as we look at your wonderful world at this spring time, we see many troubled areas so we pray for all in this country and abroad  who are suffering through poverty, hunger, war, persecution, slavery, natural disasters, and displacement.  We pray especially for Ukraine, for Israel/Palestine, especially for those in for Gaza, and for Sudan. We also pray for those troubled places that do not reach our news.  We pray for and thank you for all those who work tirelessly to alleviate their suffering. We pray for all those who are in positions of authority who have the power to make positive changes. May they be given strength, courage, wisdom, and discernment to bring about resolutions to these problems.

Lord in your mercy.....

Lord of life, as we look out on our fractured world it is easy to despair and to be fearful. Help us to have faith in you and to remember and give thanks for all that is good in our lives; for having enough food to eat, for a house to live in, for friends, family, for the community we live in, for the kindness of strangers. We thank you for our health and education services which although suffering from shortage of funding still deliver amazing services. Help us to remain positive and to trust in you for our futures and resist the temptation to always be complaining which so easily becomes a descending spiral of negative thoughts.

Lord in your mercy.....

Lord of healing, let us spend a moment  praying for those people known only to us who need our prayers. We also pray for those who have asked for our prayers....

and those who have recently died: Margaret New, Pope Francis and those whose anniversary of death occurs this week: Christopher Godwin (27th), Edith Eldridge (28th); Rest eternal grant unto therm O Lord, And let light perpetual shine upon them.
We pray for those who mourn. May they feel your presence with them giving them comfort as they find a way through the bewilderment that is bereavement.

Lord in your mercy.......

As runs the river to the sea, may God's love to us flow free

As lap the waves upon the shore, God's presence to us evermore.

As mighty hills rise in their place, may God fill us with good grace.

As streams in valleys run so deep, may God's strong arm protect and keep,

now and for evermore. Amen

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

1 Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won;
angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.

Refrain:
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son,
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.

2 Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom;
let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting: [Refrain]

3 No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of Life;
life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife;
make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above: [Refrain]

The Blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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