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Sunday 2 August 2026
Trinity 9   
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship
8.00am

Holy Communion

11.30am
Holy Communion
Sunday 16 August is a Benefice Sunday Celebration – we join with St. Mary’s Copythorne for their Patronal Festival – Holy Communion at 10.00am. There will be no services at Netley Marsh on that Sunday. 

CREAM TEA   SUNDAY AFTERNOON 16TH AUGUST 3.30-5.00pm Home-made scones with jam and clotted cream!!!  See the attached flyer for all the details – do try and book in if you can. 
Steam Engine Rally Church Stall (17,18,19 July): we  made a very good profit of £685-83p. Thank you all, on behalf of St. Matthews - Angela Bonning.

Cheese and wine evening Saturday 25th July a fine selection of wines, some interesting facts, lots of opinions on the good and not so good along with a variety of cheese – everything enjoyed by those who came along…we raised £75 which will be going towards the hall floor funds. Clive and Sandra
Meditation Spa: Thursday 30 July at 7.00pm in church. Places booked with John. These sessions are becoming oversubscribed, so booking is essential.
Reading the Bible (evening): Tuesday 1st September 7.00pm at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne. 
Café of Hope –The next Café is on Thursday 6 August 10.00am-12 noon. 
Joyce Snellgrove RIP: this was a very fitting farewell to Joyce who has been part of the church life here at St. Matthew’s for very nearly her whole life. It was so good to see how many gathered to express their appreciation. May Joyce rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen.
Funding Church Hall: we are currently getting together a small Funding hub to locate grant making bodies and apply for relevant funds to ensure the hall is sufficiently funded for essential works. Contact John. Or Clive if interested in joining this hub. 

MIDDLE EAST MATTERS  At our July meeting we continued with the theme of Hope and looked at Paul’s journey to Rome as a prisoner.  On his journey from Caesarea he was shipwrecked off Malta with other prisoners.  He was able to show the power and compassion of God by healing the sick and confirm the love of Christ was not confined to one nation but stretches across borders and cultures. Similarly Embrace works with partners in several countries in the Middle East to give help and hope to those who are suffering in mind and body from the afflictions of war.
From John – our Vicar
‘Grace’ is something which I reference many times over. It describes the action of God into the world. What is grace? Grace is a total givingness of Spirit. It holds the utter aliveness expressed in all the universe. An aliveness which is the very essence of our faith story. Remember, there’s no withholding in God, so when we pray there’s no need to beg a reluctant deity for a blessing because the Presence of God is always giving, always loving, always radiating. “Grace’ is the watchword of our religion.

The news of John the Baptist’s vile murder reaches Jesus, and he withdraws to ‘a solitary place’. Jesus would regularly withdraw to a secluded place. It is here in this solitary place that perhaps he draws deeply on the presence of the Lord. I imagine this drawing deeply means he listens to the music beneath the silence.

Isaiah 55 is a wonderful chapter of scripture where the prophet invites the world into a relationship of grace: ‘you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost…’ it’s a call for something out of nothing – the very action of God. The invitation to come is coupled with the call to ‘listen, listen to me…’, ‘give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live’. There’s a definitive linking of grace and listening – and it resonates with Jesus’ reply to the devil in his temptations (Matthew 4) when the devil teases with the possibility of turning the stones into loaves of bread, and Jesus replies ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God’. The word enters our being by the action of ‘listening’. 

So, I imagine Jesus withdrawing to ‘a solitary place’ to listen, to give his ear to the word of God, the music beneath the silence.

Matthew’s gospel tells us a crowd follows him. And when evening comes, Jesus invites the disciples to find food for the multitude. They can only find five loaves of bread and two fish. The crowd are unwilling to share the food in their sacks and purses. Jesus receives what apparently is so little as though it is a feast ready for a banquet. Jesus tells the crowd to sit, to be at rest, and he gives thanks, breaks the bread and tells his disciples to begin the distribution. And there is more than enough, twelve baskets of fragments are collected. 

This is such a pivotal sign. It demonstrates the abundance that is found in the life of God – the life that is poured out into all of creation. It’s a story of multiplicity – the bread and the fish, but also and perhaps most significantly the opening of the hearts of the crowd to this abundance. At the outset only five loaves and two fish are shared, but as Jesus steps forward and invites the crowd to be at rest, as he gives thanks, breaks the bread, and the distribution begins, the people themselves realise they too have food and resources – and maybe these are willingly and gladly shared among friends and strangers. The crowd of five thousand men, not counting the women and the children go home satisfied. There is no over-indulgence as when God gave the manna and the quails in the Old Testament – here the abundance is enjoyed, and everybody is fed.

We live in a world with an abundance of resources. But we live in a world where societies and communities are not at rest. There are rivalries and enmities, there are nations which plunder and store up riches for themselves, not everybody is fed, and waste is not limited to fragments. That is why we look to speak of grace and look to ‘listen’ to the music beneath the visual reality and the silence all around us. It’s here, in a place of rest sometimes in the middle of the tumult, we begin to believe in God, and that means abundance!

Sunday 2 August 2026
Collect for Trinity 9

Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your Church: open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Romans 9: 1-5
 I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it through the Holy Spirit— 2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race, 4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised![a] Amen.
Matthew 14: 13-21
When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick.
15 As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.”
16 Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.”
17 “We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered.
18 “Bring them here to me,” he said. 19 And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.21 The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children.
Prayers for Trinity 9
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!


Ascribe greatness to our God, the rock,
his work is perfect and all his ways are just.
Ascribe greatness to our God, the Rock,
his work is perfect and all his ways are just.
A God of faithfulness and without injustice,
good and upright is he.
A God of faithfulness and without injustice,
good and upright is he.
Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Susie Martin-Vick)
Heavenly Father, we give you thanks and praise, for all things we take for granted, in the scale of things we a very fortunate to live where we do, in the beauty of the New Forest. We think at this time of all the fires that are befalling some of the most beautiful places in the world. We ask that you protect all those who put their lives at risk in fighting these fires and pray that they will receive rain soon.

Lord in your mercy

Father, we pray every day, for your love and understanding, especially for things out of our control. We pray that people in power, will use their positions, to do good, especially for the most vonerable

Lord in your mercy

Father, we pray for our Church St Matthews, that we can continue to improve and restore your beautiful house. We pray for all who work behind the scenes making this happen. We pray also for St Marys at Copythorne, as they prepare for another quest to tidy their churchyard, a thing they do twice a year, but this year has been a challenge, due to the hot dry weather.

Lord in your mercy 

Father, we take a moment to ask for healing for those known to us, as we whisper their names in the silence of our hearts. 

And those who have asked for our prayers – 

Dear Father, we remember those who have died in recent days wherever in the world they may be, and for the people mourning them: Joyce Snellgrove, Darren Brown, Pearl Le Coq;

We pray for those  who’s anniversary of death occurs this week, we pray especially for: Jenny Hart (2nd), Rodney Quirk (3rd), Peter Hatchett (6th);

REST ETERNAL, GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD AND LET LIGHT PERPETUAL SHINE UPON THEM.

Father, send us out from St Matthews today, with your love, help us to live to your praise and glory. Help us to help each other in times of need, and in times of friendship.

We all start off as little mustard seeds, we feed from the knowledge of our parents and peers as we grow, help us to become the roots of your love, to live in peace and to serve you.

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

I am the bread of life.
He who comes to me shall not hunger;
he who believes in me shall not thirst.
No one can come to me
unless the Father draw him.

And I will raise him up,
and I will raise him up,
and I will raise him up on the last day.
The bread that I will give
is my flesh for the life of the world,
and he who eats of this bread,
he shall live for ever,
he shall live for ever.

The Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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