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Sunday 19 July 2026
Trinity 7    
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship
8.00am

Holy Communion

11.30am
Holy Communion
Steam Engine Rally Church Stall (17,18,19 July): thank you to all the team of helpers who got everythiong ready for the church stall, have helped in the selling of goods, and in the packing away at the end.
Cheese and wine evening Saturday 25th July Selection of 3 reds and 3 whites or soft drinks!!! Selection of cheeses. Join us for an evening of fellowship, food and wine, or soft drinks and some facts and figures !!!! Please contact Clive as soon as possible clive@candshenry.co.uk    07787486574
Sea Sunday 12 July: attached is further info from Ros re on how we can support the charity Mission to Seafarers – it is very apt as to what is currently happening in the world. Bring in any financial donations to church in an envelope clearly marked ‘Sea Sunday’. 
Village Fayre and Carnival
A big thank you to everyone who helped in any way at the Carnival and Fayre last Saturday. The funds raised are split between the Scouts and the church – so this year it looks like the final total for us is £1096 – this is a magnificent effort and really makes a big difference for us. 
Sunday 16 August is a Benefice Sunday Celebration – we join with St. Mary’s Copythorne for their Patronal Festival – Holy Communion at 10.00am. There will be no services at Netley Marsh on that Sunday. 

CREAM TEA   SUNDAY AFTERNOON 16TH AUGUST Home-made scones with jam and clotted cream!!! Mark this date in your diary – and do invite friends and family.
Meditation Spa: Thursday 30 July at 7.00pm in church. Places booked with John. These sessions are becoming oversubscribed, so booking is essential.
Reading the Bible (evening): Tuesday 1st September 7.00pm at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne. Everybody welcome!
Café of Hope –The next Café is on Thursday 6 August 10.00am-12 noon. Do invite neighbours and friends! Our thanks to Angela and Loretta in leading this initiative.
Joyce Snellgrove RIP: it is with real sadness we announce Joyce died on Tuesday 7 July. Joyce has been such a wonderful part of our church community throughout her life – she will be missed by so many. Joyce’s funeral will be held at St. Matthew’s on Monday 27 July at 1.00pm. Everybody is welcome. 
May Joyce rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen.

From John – our Vicar
There’s a beautiful way to live and then there’s an ugly way. There’s a beautiful way to dance and then there’s an ugly way! There’s a Kingdom way to live and then there’s a hellish way to live… we know this, we’ve witnessed this dichotomy too many times… and we hope and pray for the beautiful to outshine the ugly.

In the world of games, especially competitive games we see the ugly side rearing its head every so often. It poisons the attitude and activates a fearfulness of ‘losing’. But any ugliness is always eclipsed by the beautiful. The beautiful brings inspiration and resonates with something deep inside the human psyche. The other day, in the Wimbledon singles finals – both male and female – we witnessed the beautiful expressing itself in the utter joy, creativity and unwillingness to blame. It was magical to watch!

Jesus gives us parables to make sense of the beautiful life of God’s kingdom right where we are. The parable is something which is thrown out to us, with lots of apparent inversions and surprises, and asks us to work out meanings and signposts. The parable of the Wheat and the Weeds is one such parable.

The owner of the field sows his seed. And it’s good seed. The field is covered with the seed. But when everyone is asleep, an enemy sows bad seed. It is only as the parable unfolds that we begin to realise the nature of this ‘bad’ seed. For the servants see that the field, as the growth takes place, is filled with a harvest containing both good and bad. The Greek for the ‘bad seed’ suggests something which closely resembles the real thing, but which isn’t. And it’s only right at the end, at the harvest, that the realisation is complete. And here we have the revelation of the ‘badness’ of the seed – the desire to sort and separate.

Do you remember when Jesus calls Matthew to be his disciple he straplines his gospel, ‘I desire mercy not sacrifice’. And this mercy is not simply a ‘letting things be’ – although it is that, but it contains a bigger dynamic – that of forgiveness. Perhaps ‘forgiveness’ is the very centre of Jesus’ gospel. He utters the words of forgiveness right in the middle of the trauma of the cross (Luke’s gospel) – and here in this parable it is forgiveness which is highlighted as the way of the Kingdom. The owner of the field tells his servants to ‘let them grow together until harvest’ as he outlines a way which can be lived here and now. Now, the Greek word used in this direction is ‘aphete’ – the basic Greek word for ‘forgive’ – it also has the meaning of ‘permit’, allow’, let go’. So, we could re-word that direction as ‘forgive both to grow together until harvest’. The imperative therefore to forgive is to be the overwhelming quality of life here and now -and as such God’s kingdom will be profoundly expressed.

Here we have the Jesus way, and it stands in direct contrast to the old order of judgment, sorting, self-righteousness. The old order is the system creation has been groaning under, and it’s no wonder the created order is longing for the human family to discover its identity as blessed and favoured children of God. It is then that we realise we are one together, and the sin of separating peoples for whatever reason is grievous and unleashes untold harm onto the world.

You see, it is in the ‘oneness’, the ‘togetherness’ forged through forgiveness, the harmony of life lived in cop-operation that the beautiful emerges… and it really is a testament to heaven on earth. Amen!

Sunday 19 July 2026
Collect for Trinity 7

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: graft in our hearts the love of your name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of your great mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Romans 8: 12-25
Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.
14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship.[a] And by him we cry, “Abba,[b] Father.”16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
Present Suffering and Future Glory
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that[c] the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.
22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43
Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared.
27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’
28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’
29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”
36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.”
37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one,39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.
40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.
Prayers for Trinity 7
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

There is a redeemer
Jesus, God's own son
Precious lamb of God, Messiah
Holy one

Jesus my redeemer
Name above all names
Precious lamb of God, Messiah
Oh, for sinners slain.

Thank you oh my father
For giving us your son
And leaving your spirit
'Til the work on earth is done.

When I stand in glory
I will see his face
And there I'll serve my king forever
In that holy place.

Thank you oh my father
For giving us your son
And leaving your spirit
'Til the work on earth is done.

Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Patricia Pennicott)
Heavenly Father, we give thanks for the gifts that you give us but which we often take for granted. We thank you, for our families, friends and neighbours and ask for your blessings upon them all.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

We pray for our school here in Netley Marsh for the teachers, children and other members of staff that contribute to the smooth running of the school, 

 as they start there summer holidays. We pray that their time away from their daily routine will be a safe and happy time for them, and their families, and thereby on their return be able to meet the challenges of a new school year.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

We pay for our country and for the King and his ministers as the Labour Party elect another Prime Minister.  We pray that all who hold authority and power, that through Christ’s love and mercy, they will put our country before themselves and strive to do what is right and just for all citizens regardless of origin or status.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

Wen think of and pray for all people who live in the troubled parrs of the world, where there is so much suffering. We pray that the war between America and Iran will soon be over, and a lasting peace can be achieved.

We pray for all those who have died, due to the very hot weather and for those who have lost their lives because of the wild fires in Wales, Spain and other parts of the world. We give thanks and pray for the men and women of the Fire Service who risk their lives putting the fires out. 

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

Father, we ask that you comfort and sustain those in need of our prayers at this time. We pray for those known only to us and remember them in the quietness of our hearts. We pray for those who have asked for our prayers,

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

We pray for those who have died in recent days: Joyce Snellgrove;

And for those whose anniversary of death occurs this week: Ronald Legg (25th);

Rest eternal and grant unto them O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

As we go into the coming week help us to trust once more in the promise which Jusus brings of life, hope, understanding and God’s persevering love.
Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine;
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

 

This is my story, this is my song,
Praising my Saviour all the day long.
This is my story, this is my song,
  Praising my Saviour all the day long.

Perfect submission, perfect delight,
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
Angels descending, bring from above
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love.

Perfect submission, all is at rest,
I in my Saviour am happy and blest;
Watching and waiting, looking above,
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.

The Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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