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Sunday 19 April 2026
Easter 3
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship
8.00am

Holy Communion

11.30am
Holy Communion

Bluebell Walk: Saturday 25 April meet in St. Matthew’s Church car park, Netley Marsh at 2.00pm. We will walk up to (15 minutes) to the wood at the top of the Rally Field. Do note there is a stile to surmount, but once climbed you enter a real delight!
The Holy Week and Easter services were well supported – we have never had so many people gathering on Good Friday as we had this year, and both Easter morning services were wonderful celebrations. 
Meditation Spa:  Thursday 23 April & Monday 27 April all at 7.00pm in church. Places booked with John.  
Reading the Bble (afternoon): Thursday 23d April 2.30pm at St. Matthew’s Church, Netley Marsh.

Annual Parochial Church Meeting: Monday 20 April @ 6.00pm. This is when we review 2025 and the ministry of the church in this period. This was obviously a very big year for the church community with the successful conclusion of the Restoration Works.

We also elect churchwardens and new PCC members. 

Church Pews: we have purchased 2 stand-alone church pews for the back of church. A big thank you to everybody who has pledged donations– there’s still time if you wish to add a pledge – please indicate clearly in an envelope for the attention of the churchwardens.
PLANT SALE 12TH MAY. If you are planting any seeds, plant a few extra for our sale !!!! AND... We will need some good quality patio pots and hanging baskets to pot up. Also if you know any craft workers, artists etc who would like to have a stall please let us know (we are OK for cards!!) and of course tell everyone you know! Greggs sausage rolls, Danish pastries, croissants will be available too!
Café of Hope – Coming soon! Our newly launched Café will start on a monthly basis in church on Thursday 4 June 10.00am-12 noon. If you would like to help in making teas/coffees etc please contact Angela (angelabonning2016@gmail.com)  or Loretta (lorettaperfittpearce@gmail.com). 

Middle East Matters: At our March meeting we looked at the story of Stephen in Acts 6 who oversaw the fair distribution of food without discrimination and related it to Embrace’s work in the Middle East distributing food parcels and essentials to the increasing number of those in need in those countries.
From John – our Vicar
The movement away from a common life centred on the precepts of a religious life seems to have been an inexecrable downward descent for generations. It has been witnessed and detailed many times over by observers of life, as the consequences of the drive for profit and uninterrupted wealth creation continue to beset the disconnectedness of so much modern life.

As we believe in this despairing movement it can lead to a ‘collapse of hope’ which in turn accelerates the perception. And yet… we live and immerse ourselves in a gospel of amazing grace. The Easter gospel account of that walk to Emmaus by the two second-tier disciples – one named (Cleopas) and the other unnamed – offers us another narrative.  

Here we have two disciples experiencing the depths of a ‘collapse of hope’. They are walking to a village which has no locality or identity. They are walking away from a story of anticipated glory. Jesus, the prophet, and teacher from Galilee who had promised so much, is now dead and buried. His death a dreadful conclusion – a crucifixion amid the tyranny of accusation and blame. And now they walk to a ‘nowhere place’, utterly crestfallen. 

As they walk a stranger joins them. It is the dead man. They do not recognise the man, and they talk together, and the dead man ends up re-telling the scriptures to them. As the journey looks as if it is coming to its end, the stranger makes to go on. However, the disciples persuade him to stay. It is as they are at the table, and bread is broken, that they ‘see’ – it is the Lord. And then the risen Jesus vanishes.

This ‘collapse of hope’ is a real phenomenon. It corrodes any movement towards a reversal away from mutual destructiveness – and it’s something which can have calamitous impact upon the religious institutions of our own land. We have witnessed in recent years and perhaps can still see displayed today, in the modern church’s fascination with business speak and SMART targets, and bullet pointed mission plans. This fascination belies the ‘collapse of hope’ in the spiritual truths which still undergird and energise the coherence of the created order. Instead of looking into the gift of resurrection – the very heart of our Christian faith – we have instead sought large-scale funding options, resource heavy solutions, and a belief that there is not enough spiritual resource to go around. 

Right in the middle of the ‘collapse of hope’ the risen Jesus offers his presence. It is given again in the locked room, on the seashore and finally it is poured out into all creation with the pouring out of the Spirit. In this humanity is being brought back to the truth which has always existed, and which will never die –a resurrection presence which holds everything together and always creates something out of nothing. This presence is the force which unites all humanity – across all the manufactured divides it has placed on itself – in the words of St. Paul ‘we are all one in Christ Jesus’. This is a statement describing how things really are – it is a presence of immeasurable power and is at work continually in and through the universe. It is not an idea, a dogma, or concept, but a reality which is never undermined or diminished by human behaviour or perception. This is the presence that sustains the hope which is the DNA of our humanity. 

In the Easter season, the Church is given opportunity again to announce to a world riven by rivalries and division, the real story – grace and peace always override resentment and enmity. He is risen indeed, Christ is risen, Alleluia!

Sunday 19 April 2026
Collect for Easter 3

Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the sight of the risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Acts 2: 14a, 36-41
Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say.
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.
Luke 24: 13-35
Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles[a] from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?”
19 “What things?” he asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.”
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”
33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.”35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.
Prayers for Easter 3
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

1 Sweet Sacrament divine,
hid in thine earthly home,
lo, round thy lowly shrine,
with suppliant hearts we come;
Jesus, to thee our voice we raise
in songs of love and heartfelt praise:
sweet Sacrament divine.

2 Sweet Sacrament of peace,
dear home for every heart,
where restless yearnings cease
and sorrows all depart;
there in thine ear all trustfully
we tell our tale of misery:
sweet Sacrament of peace.

3 Sweet Sacrament of rest,
ark from the ocean's roar,
within thy shelter blest
soon may we reach the shore;
save us, for still the tempest raves,
save, lest we sink beneath the waves:
sweet Sacrament of rest.

4 Sweet Sacrament divine,
earth's light and jubilee,
in thy far depths doth shine
thy Godhead's majesty;
sweet light, so shine on us, we pray,
that earthly joys may fade away:
sweet Sacrament divine.

Prayers of intercession  
We pray for the Church: for discernment and patience... for unity and coming together as family, as one;

We pray for peace in our world, where there is conflict a lasting peace may be found and formed;

We pray for all who hold positions of authority and leadership, praying that peace may be pursued with wisdom and courage;

We pray for our community: for neighbours and shared life together;

We pray for all who have gone before us, remembering their example and the privilege of what has been shared;

We pray for our families and all who support and befriend us;

We pray for those recently departed: Chris Gree, Gordon Le Coq;
And those whose anniversary of death occurs this week:  Herbert Winfield (22nd);
We pray for ourselves : that we may know assurance and grace in all things;

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

I danced in the morning when the world was begun,
And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun;
And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth,
At Bethlehem I had my birth.

Dance, then, wherever you may be,
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he,
And I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be,
And I’ll lead you all in the Dance, said he.
I danced for the scribe and the pharisee,
But they would not dance and they wouldn’t follow me.
I danced for the fishermen, for James and John –
They came with me and the Dance went on.
Chorus
I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame;
The holy people said it was a shame.
They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high,
And they left me there on a cross to die.
Chorus
I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black –
It’s hard to dance with the devil on your back.
They buried my body and they thought I’d gone,
But I am the Dance, and I still go on.
Chorus
They cut me down and I leapt up high;
I am the life that’ll never, never die;
I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me –
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
Chorus
The Blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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