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Sunday 18 May 2025 
Easter 5
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship : (in Church Hall)
8.00am: 
Holy Communion
11.30am
Morning Worship (in school hall)
ASCENSION DAY: Thursday 29 May at 7.00pm: there will be a sung service of Holy Communion at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne – parking available either directly outside the church door or in the adjacent Stanleys Own car park. 

‘Holy Spirit Come’ 1st June 6.00pm is an evening service in St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne of music, song, and poetry where we give our attention to the Spirit all around. Do come and invite friends and family – the service will be no longer than 40 minutes.

Sunday 1 June: Do NOTE! there is no service in the church hall at 11.30am  on this Sunday – we are meeting together in a United Ecumenical service at the Copythorne Parish Hall, Pollards Moor Road (hopefully outside weather permitting) at 10.00am – with the church congregations of Cadnam Methodist & St. Mary’s Copythorne.
Reading the Bible: the next session is on Tuesday 3 June at 7.00pm. Everybody is invited. Sessions take place at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne – parking is available outside the main church door. 
Meditation Spa: the next sessions are scheduled for Monday19 May 9 & 23 June all at 7.00pm at Netley Marsh Infant School. Places do need to be booked – please contact John.
Morning Coffee & plants and crafts: Wednesday 28 May 9.30-11.30am in Church Hall – come along – just you or bring friends and enjoy friendship and opportunity to buy plants and local crafts. 

WANTED we do need carrier bags for buyers to put their plants in at the plant stall – bring along to church hall either on day or previous Sunday (25th) in church hall.

Restoration Works: The underfloor heating has all been installed this last week. Our huge thanks to Stuart for his generosity and expertise in doing this for us as it is something which will benefit the church for many years to come.
Fete & Carnival Saturday 28 June – help is always needed for this major church fundraising event. If you would like to help speak to Angela. We require bottles for the Bottle stall, prizes for the raffle, good bric-a-brac and cakes on the day. Bring items on a Sunday and they can be stored until the carnival & fete. Thank you!

Confirmation Service at the Cathedral: Saturday 7 June 6.00pm: if you would like to be confirmed at this service please speak to John. There is another Cathedral Confirmation service on. Saturday 22 November.
From John – our Vicar
When we sit down to play a game – whether that be a family funfest of Charades, Monopoly or Twister… or the drama of a chess contest, we know only too well that there are rules to abide by – it is these rules which provide the order for the game to succeed. And order is something which gives security and confidence. With order the game can be played.

However, when there is disorder, then there is a chaos which makes the game difficult to navigate. Certainly, when playing Monopoly, we need the set of rules to make any sense of the throwing of the dice, purchase of hotels and the treacherous journey around the board! Disorder is no fun… indeed the game has no hope of proceeding when disorder becomes the dominant experience.

In the beautiful description of the new heaven and the new earth, the book of Revelation (ch. 21) declares ‘and there was no longer any sea’. This is significant. The sea is commonly depicted in the bible as the metaphor for disorder. In Genesis 1 the creation begins with the disorder, the chaos of the sea. God’s breath then moves over the waters, and earth is formed as a safe place from the waters below. In the Gospels, when there is a crisis of faith it is portrayed on the waters – as the storm works the waters into a turbulent rage. And then in the book of Revelation reference to the sea is linked directly with the turmoil of this world (13:1, 16:3, 21:3).

So, when it is announced ‘and there was no longer any sea’ it is a declaration of order and peace. Something new is taking place. The Christian community prays for this fulfilment when we yearn for God’s Kingdom to come ‘on earth as it is in heaven’. We recognise the signs of this order – whenever forgiveness is expressed and offered, we know the blessing of a new order is being given opportunity to be formed. Where there continues to be unforgiveness, then the poison of disorder festers. 

Of course, forgiveness must be received – and this sometimes is not easy and often takes time. But when reconciliation occurs, when bridges are mended, something utterly new is created. It is never simply a return to what had been, but now a renewed life is added which only the gift of forgiveness can bring. We call this a new heaven and a new earth – you see, heaven and earth are forever inter-connected. No more disorder; no more sea!

This provides the context for Jesus’ teaching on the new commandment: to love one another (John 13). Jesus gives this teaching only when Judas had left the table (‘when he was gone’ 13:31). Judas, the disciple who betrayed Jesus, had gone out into the night. The question arises, that when the disciples received Jesus’ teaching to love as he loved us, did any of them then go out into the night to search out the guilty Judas? If they did, perhaps we might assume they did not find him. But maybe, this is our Christian calling, to forgive the seemingly unforgiveable – no matter how hard and challenging this is. Is this the ‘eye of the needle’ we’re called to walk through?

As this teaching of love drops into our hearts, we in time discover the unforgiveable parts of who we are, are deeply forgiven by the God who bears the scars of a disordered world. God, in the brooding tenderness of the Creator God, breathes his forgiveness into us, so life can really be lived.

It is with faith we believe the disorder of this world is being transformed. It is an Easter faith, genuinely Christian, and one which by God’s amazing grace we’ll live by all the days of our life. 

Sunday 18 May Easter 5
Collect for Easter 5

Almighty God, who through your only begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into our minds good desires, so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who mis alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Revelation 21: 1-6
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”[a] for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’[b] or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life.
John 13: 31-35

 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him,[a] God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.

33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.

34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”


Prayers for Easter 5
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

1 Hills of the North, rejoice,
river and mountain-spring,
hark to the advent voice;
valley and lowland, sing.
Christ comes in righteousness and love,
he brings salvation from above.

2 Isles of the Southern seas,
sing to the listening earth,
carry on every breeze
hope of a world's new birth:
In Christ shall all be made anew,
his word is sure, his promise true.

3 Lands of the East, arise,
he is your brightest morn,
greet him with joyous eyes,
praise shall his path adorn:
your seers have longed to know their Lord;
to you he comes, the final word.

4 Shores of the utmost West,
lands of the setting sun,
welcome the heavenly guest
in whom the dawn has come:
he brings a never-ending light
who triumphed o'er our darkest night.

5 Shout, as you journey home,
songs be in every mouth,
lo, from the North they come,
from East and West and South:
in Jesus all shall find their rest,
in him the universe be blest.

Prayers of intercession (prepared by Susie Curtis) 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for being with us as we going through life, and hope to do your will. We are guided by you and feel your love when we give ourselves time to invite you into our hearts.

Lord in your mercy

 Heavenly Father we have much to be grateful for. We pray for our community, our schools, and especially at this time all the young people taking exams, give them the courage to believe in their selves.
Lord in your mercy

We pray for all those who are suffering physically and mentally. Lord, we pray for the lonely, and the grieving. We pray for all those who are caring for their loved ones, sacrificing their lives to be the prime carer, this Lord includes children, as their load is heavy. Bless them Father, be their strength.

Lord in your mercy

Father, we take a moment to ask for healing for those known to us as we whisper their names in the silence of our hearts. 

Also, those who have asked for our prayers …………………….see 

sheet.

Dear Father, we remember those who have died in recent days: Geoffrey Hodson;
  ……And those who’s anniversary of death occurs this week: David Darke (19th), Doreen Cross (20th);
REST ETERNAL, GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD AND LET LIGHT PERPETUAL SHINE UPON THEM.

Father, we pray for our beloved Church St Matthews, 

We pray for all involved in the rebuilding of your sacred house, we pray  for the way the works are going forward, we thank all those who have made this possible.

Lord in your mercy

 Father, we pray for John as he ministers to both parishes, with his kindness and his calmness in all situations, helping us all. Grant him the peace of your love to keep all his lambs in tune with you, and for the universe.

Lord in your mercy

Oh, heavenly Father, please give us the grace to know what is right,

to help other people who need our help.

Be in our hearts, minds, and bodies for ever.

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

Father God, I wonder how I managed to exist
Without the knowledge of Your parenthood and Your loving care
Now I am Your son, I am adopted in Your family and I can never be alone
'Cause Father God, You're there beside me
I will sing Your praises
I will sing Your praises
I will sing Your praises forever more
I will sing Your praises
I will sing Your praises
I will sing Your praises forever more
Father God, I wonder how I managed to exist
Without the knowledge of Your parenthood and Your loving care
Now I am Your son, I am adopted in Your family and I can never be alone
'Cause Father God, You're there beside me
I will sing Your praises
I will sing Your praises
I will sing Your praises forever more
I will sing Your praises
I will sing Your praises
I will sing Your praises forever more

The Blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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