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Sunday 18 January 2026
Epiphany 2
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship
8.00am

Holy Communion

11.30am
Holy Communion

5.00pm
Amen Shanti Gratitude Gathering
Sunday 18 January 5.00pm: Amen Shanti: the Gratitude Community – a new spiritual community is being brought together by Revd John. One of the public elements of the Gratitude Community is the Gratitude Gathering each month (every 3rd Sunday) at 5.00pm in church. 

We will gather in a circle at the back of church for a 35-minute service when we will be encouraged in thanksgiving, opportunity to give thanks, and to be together with all the generations. This is the beginning of a wholly new venture – do come along and be part of something we pray will bring blessing and encouragement. 

Family School Worship – Wednesday 7 January – it was lovely to see so many parents/grandparents joining in the worship led by John with all the children from our church school. It’s fantastic that we are seeing the same numbers of family members sharing in this time together as before the restoration works – this is very much a scheduled part of our church provision in the community.

Reading the Bible (evening): Tuesday 3rd February 7.00pm at St. Mary’s Copythorne.

Reading the Bible (afternoon): Thursday 22 January at 2.30pm in church (St. Matthew’s, Netley Marsh) finishing at 3.30pm. John will lead these monthly sessions – introducing the bible, how to read it, and understand the message it gives.

Meditation Spa: Thursday 22 January, Monday 26 January at 7.00pm in church. Places booked with John.  
Grief Café : we are planning to open a Grief Café at the back of church in the spring. It will provide a friendly space of shared conversation and company for those who have been bereaved. If you are interested in helping at this venture, speak to either John, Angela or Loretta. 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
Feb 24th Soup and Sweet Lunch
March 23rd Lunch n’ Skittles
May 12th Morning Coffee n’ Plants n’ Crafts. BOOK THE DATES NOW!!!!!

Easyfundraising – there’s a great scheme available which directly benefits our church bank account when you register with easyfundraising. Many of your online purchases will produce an automated donation to St. Matthew’s – as long as you register and name St. Matthew’s Church, Netley Marsh as your designated beneficiary. Please see the attached documents for more detail – or pick up leaflet in church.
From John – our Vicar
John’s gospel is a wonderful gospel about ‘staying’. John frames the gospel in the invitation for us to stay in God’s presence and bear abundant fruit. In the first chapter there is the transcendent picture of the Word entering his own world, and his own did not receive him. The Word holds the essence and vibrancy of life and it ‘enlightens everyone’. 

The word ‘staying’ is translated as ‘abiding’, ‘remaining’- and it resonates with that sense of ‘continuing’. And so, as we look to be people who understand the Christian life, and in understanding begin to live it as we go about life in all it complexities and fragilities, the invitation to ‘stay’ is an integral element of the call of Jesus.

In the first chapter of John’s gospel, we read about two disciples who follow Jesus. Jesus turns to them and asks, ‘what are you looking for?’ and they then reply, ‘where are you staying?’ Their desire is to discover the world in which Jesus lives (where he is staying). Invariably when we ask somebody today where they are staying, we’re hoping to get an address, road directions or maybe a postcode so our GPS system can do the rest. Yes, our postal address does provide important information, but it doesn’t really give us the full picture in which that person lives. You see, it’s not bricks and mortar that tell us where somebody is really staying, but rather it's their ‘desires’ which frames the world they live in. 

In the early Genesis chapters, we read how ‘desire’ skews the gift of creation. The skewed human desire competes with God, not be left behind in the knowledge of good and evil, and so ushers into the garden a dreadful disorder and disconnection. The multiplicity of desires unleashed through the eating of the apple provides the backdrop for the murderous rivalries of family feuding and competing power plays described in Genesis. The Creation stories set out in a wonderful way the implications of ‘staying’ in God ‘s world of beauty, diversity, magnificence, and harmony. The Old Testament then details the distress, disarray, and weariness of resisting the call to ‘stay’. The refusal to ‘abide’ in the world of harmony, beauty and peace consigns humanity to a common life of enmity, suspicion, and deep-seated rivalries.

And yet, the coming of Jesus into the world, offers new hope. The call to ‘remain’ in God’s world is embodied in the human person of Jesus Christ. In him we witness healings of the body (and the mind), forgiveness, feeding stories where human hunger is assuaged, and resurrection in the middle of all the chaos of murderous accusation. Jesus invites the world into God’s world. God loved the world in this way, that he gives of himself so we may discover everlasting life. God’s world of righteousness is the world in which we are invited to ‘stay’, ‘remain’, and ‘continue’ our living. 

Where is God’s world – well the gospel answers unequivocally it’s here, on the earth. The Christian community bears witness to this world. It does this by the quality of life expressed in communities. These communities do not need to be big, just two or three Jesus tells us, is enough, and they’re communities of people who remind the world the blessings of ‘staying’ in God’s world. This is the ‘real’ world. The other world, where there is profound discontent, chasing after the next thing, desperate competing systems – condemns humanity to a forlorn restlessness. 

We ask our God, where are you staying? God replies, ‘I’m staying with you - right where you are’. And maybe…just maybe… we reply, ‘that’s right, right here, and always in the desires of our hearts’. Amen!

Sunday 18 January 2026
Collect for Epiphany 2

Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
1 Corinthians 1: 1-9
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes,

2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours:
3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving
4 I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge— 6 God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.9 God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

John 1: 29-42
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.”

32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”[a]
John’s Disciples Follow Jesus

35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples.36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”

37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus.38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?”
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?”
39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”
So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus.
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter[b]).
Prayers for Epiphany 2
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God, my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with thee.
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.

Refrain:
Great is thy faithfulness,
Great is thy faithfulness,
Morning by morning new mercies I see.
All I have needed thy hand hast provided;
Great is thy faithfulness, 
Lord unto me.

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain]

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine and ten thousand beside. [Refrain]

Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Patricia Pennicott)
Heavenly Father, we pray for peace in our world, we pray for those who seek to make peace, and we pray for the laying down of weapons. We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to them. We pray for those who have the power over war and peace, for wisdom, humility and compassion to guide their decisions. Above all, we pray for all your precious children, at risk and in fear, that you would hold and protect them.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

Heavenly Father, to you we pray that in all things, whether in difficulty or in celebration, that our nation reflects anew on our common inheritance of freedom, justice and service which has come down over the years and mainly through the labours of so many people who claimed Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

We pray for all parts of the world where life is a daily struggle for survival against war, disease or the cruel, selfish and thoughtless behaviour  of others.

We pray and give thanks for the relief workers who work to improve the lives of the poor and oppressed. 

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

We pray for those in need within our own families, and others known to us, for those who are ill, whether in their homes or in hospital. We name them in our hearts and ask Lord for your blessing on them. We also pray for….

LORDIN YOUR MERCY

We pray for those who have died in recent days: Alan Freemantle, Paul Whitcher, Mary Stride, Joy Cochrane;

Also for those whose anniversary of death occurs this week: Zipporah Thompson(18th),  Martin Darke (19th),

Martin Hughes (19th), Doris Darke (19th),

Robert Darke Snr (23rd);

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

As we go into the coming week, let us be thankful for all our blessings, and Gods continual guidance.
Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

There is a redeemer
Jesus, God's own son
Precious lamb of God, Messiah
Holy one

Jesus my redeemer
Name above all names
Precious lamb of God, Messiah
Oh, for sinners slain.

Thank you oh my Father
For giving us your Son
And leaving your Spirit
'Til the work on earth is done.

When I stand in glory
I will see his face
And there I'll serve my king forever
In that holy place.

Thank you oh my Father
For giving us your Son
And leaving your Spirit
'Til the work on earth is done.

The Blessing

Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and gladden your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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