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Sunday 12 October 2025 
Trinity 17
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship (Church Hall)
8.00am:  
Holy Communion
11.30am
Holy Communion

Dave Martin RIP: Dave’s funeral is scheduled for Tuesday 21 October 11.30am in church. Everybody is welcome. May Dave rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen.

Restoration Works: Salisbury Cathedral Works were in to complete their tiling work in the chancel. The nave pews are all back in church and in place ready to be fixed. The reredos will be returned early this next week along with the high altar. It is all happening – Stu and Alison have been liaising and ensuring the works all fit together with the best possible outcomes. 
Reading the Bible: next session is Tuesday 4 November at 7.00pm -at St. Mary’s Copythorne.

Harvest Weekend: 18/19 October

A Harvest Supper will be held on Saturday 18 October 6.00pm at St. Matthew’s Church Hall. The supper will be prepared by Clive & Sandra – and the congregations of St. Mary’s and Cadnam Methodist are also invited. Mark this date in the diary and sign up in church if you can attend. 

On Sunday 19 October we will be collecting fresh and tinned/packet goods which will then be taken to the St. James Homeless Centre in Southampton. 
Meditation Spa: the October sessions are as follows:  Monday 13 & 20 October at 7.00pm at Netley Marsh Infant School. Places booked with John. 

Breakfast Sunday:  Sunday 26 October Clive, Sandra and the team are providing breakfast – the full range – on Sunday 26 October immediately following the 8.00am service right through to the 11.30am service. Do put this into your diaries.
All Souls Memorial Service: Sunday 2 November 4.00pm – during this service we remember loved ones by name who have died. The list we used last year will be available in October for us to update.

Christmas Fayre Saturday 22 November 2.00-4.00pm in the Church Hall. Do note this date in the diary – please see Deana or Ros for how you can support this important fund-raising event.

Changes to the role of sidespeople for 11.30 service When we move back into the church, the role of sidespeople will change slightly for the 11.30 service. The role will be divided into a greeter and a preparer. These are more descriptive of the role and will be more distinct. There will be a meeting to discuss this on Tuesday November 18th at 3pm. Venue to be decided. Attending does not commit you. Please speak to John, Sheila, or Ros for further information. Thank you.

From John – our Vicar
The sea of Galilee is a hot place! People who’ve made the journey from the Mediterranean to the shores of the sea of Galilee testify to its heat. The local guides who travel with tourists repeatedly remind the travellers to carry water with them – otherwise problems arise! Now if this is true for tourists, then even more so for locals – especially locals two thousand years ago when the travelling was on foot (no air-conditioned coaches here) and there would have been a definite expectation to carry both water and food for the journey. You would be an utter fool not to do so!

In John 6 we read of Jesus feeding the five thousand with five loaves of bread and two fish - a miracle indeed! But it is hard to imagine those five thousand people would not have been stranded without any food in their knapsacks. So, perhaps another miracle is taking place on that hillside by the Sea of Galilee – a miracle with far more expansive implications than merely the provision of food out of so little.

Just imagine the scene – the disciples of Jesus recognising it’s time to eat, then they come to the people – five thousand of them – and request donations of food for the feeding of the gathered crowd. Well, I’m sure, the immediate response will have been to hold on their provisions which had been packed and carried - to ensure their own small party was catered for in such times as these. Perhaps we can imagine ourselves having the same, very natural response. “Why waste the handful of cheese and pickle sandwiches with thousands of peoples… just make sure our little corner is fed and satisfied!”

John tells us it was a little boy who offers his five barley loaves and two fishes for the many – perhaps it could only be a child in all his naivety to be foolish enough to yield what he had carried. Jesus receives the apparent scarcity of this offering; he gives thanks and breaks the bread and fish into pieces for the disciples to distribute. What is it that Jesus does with the boy’s offering – he gives thanks. It is this giving thanks that transmutes a seemingly wholly negative situation of lack into an example of the absolute abundance that was already there in peoples’ bags and pockets. 
The simple practice of giving thanks reveals the abundance which lay hidden in that crowd. As the thanks were offered and the loaves and fish broken – maybe it was then that the people’s hearts were transformed resulting in so much food being shared that everybody had their full – with twelve baskets of fragments left over. The miracle – which altered a landscape of scarcity into one of abundance – was initiated by the act of giving thanks. As this gospel reading is read again, we are given that little push to put gratitude and thanksgiving at the very centre of our pattern for life. You see, it is gratitude which unlocks the abundance which is already with us. I truly can say directly to myself at the beginning of each day, ‘I have enough’. This truism is then realised and discovered as I make gratitude the action I return to over and again during the hum-drum activity of each day.

St. Paul tells us to ‘rejoice in the Lord always.’ This constant rejoicing – in the way we see, think, and speak – unleashes a wave of peace into our lives and into the life of the world. It’s a practice needed on the individual level as well as the community, national and international level. We require our leaders, who grandstand the walkways of power and influence, to be people immersed in gratitude. We need a church, seemingly small and inconsequential, to be faithful in its joyous acclamation of thanksgiving – even in the face of apparent lack and limitation. 

Sunday 12 October Trinity 17
Collect for Trinity 17
Almighty God, you have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless till they find their rest in you: pour your love into our hearts and draw us to yourself, and so bring us at last to your heavenly city where we shall see you face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
2 Timothy 2: 8-15
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.

11 Here is a trustworthy saying:

If we died with him,
    we will also live with him;
12 if we endure,
    we will also reign with him.
If we disown him,
    he will also disown us;
13 if we are faithless,
    he remains faithful,
    for he cannot disown himself.

Dealing With False Teachers
14 Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them before God against quarrelling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.
Luke 17: 11-19
 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus travelled along the border between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy[a] met him. They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were cleansed.
15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan.

17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”
Prayers for Trinity 17
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

1

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,
  the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy
  health and salvation!
    All ye who hear,
Now to His temple draw near;
Sing now in glad adoration!

2

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all
  things so wondrously reigneth,
Who, as on wings of an eagle,
  uplifteth, sustaineth.
    Hast thou not seen
How thy desires all have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?

3

Praise to the Lord, who hath fearfully,
  wondrously, made thee!
Health hath vouchsafed and, when
  heedlessly falling, hath stayed thee.
    What need or grief
Ever hath failed of relief?
Wings of His mercy did shade thee.

4

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper
  thy work and defend thee,
Who from the heavens the streams of
  His mercy doth send thee.
    Ponder anew
What the Almighty can do,
Who with His love doth befriend thee.

5

Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that
  is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come
  now with praises before Him!
    Let the Amen
Sound from His people again;
Gladly for aye we adore Him.
Prayers of intercession (prepared by Susie Curtis)
Heavenly Father, help us to feel your presence here with us, as we gather to praise you and ask for your love. We pray for the Harvest time, and we pray for our farmers who work tirelessly to put food on our tables, please be with them father at this busy time.

Lord in your mercy

Father, we pray for patience and kindness to others; we pray that you will guide us everyday to do your work. 

We pray for all those who are suffering. There is so much suffering in our world lord, for all your people no matter of colour or creed, we pray for peace, love, and mercy , and to feel the love of your son

Within us.

Lord in your mercy

Father, we take a moment to ask for healing for those known to us as we whisper their names in the silence of our hearts. 

Also, those who have asked for our prayers …………………….see 

sheet.

Dear Father, we remember those who have died in recent days: Carol Hingston, Dave Martin, Richard McCrindle, Kathleen Haines, David Collins, Janet Amey;
……And those who’s anniversary of death occurs this week: Stanley Hutchinson(12th), Mary Pointer(12th), Caren Sargant (16th),Cicely Winfield (16th),Phyllis Harris (17th),Anne Hurst (17th);
REST ETERNAL, GRANT UNTO THEM O LORD AND LET LIGHT PERPETUAL SHINE UPON THEM.

Father, we pray for our beloved Church St Matthews, 

We have been so fortunate to have such wonderful people, who are desperately trying to get our place of worship open. We pray for all concerned, and may you let them know in their hearts that they are special people.

Lord in your mercy

 Father, we pray for John as he ministers our church and St Marys Copythorne, we thank him for his kindness to all who need him and

receive blessings and prayers to help comfort souls and heal broken hearts.

Lord in your mercy

Oh, heavenly Father, our lives are in your hands, we pray that you keep our loved ones safe and help us to deal with what ever comes our way. Father, apologies for selfish prayers, when there are so many more worse off, but sometimes we need to make sure we can feel you near us in our time of need.

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

Give thanks with a grateful heart,
give thanks to the Holy One;
give thanks, because he’s given
Jesus Christ, his Son.
Give thanks with a grateful heart,
give thanks to the Holy One;
give thanks, because he’s given
Jesus Christ, his Son.

And now let the weak say ‘I am strong’,
let the poor say ‘I am rich’,
because of what the Lord has done for us;
and now let the weak say ‘I am strong’,
let the poor say ‘I am rich’,
because of what the Lord has done for us.
Give thanks…

The Blessing

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your heart and mind in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
PAGE  
2

