[image: image1.png]


 
Sunday 12 July 2026
Trinity 6     Sea Sunday
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship
8.00am

Holy Communion

11.30am
Holy Communion
Sea Sunday 12 July: on this Sunday we draw attention to the work of Mission to Seafarers – and in particular their on-going work with crew members on the Strait of Hormuz. Attached is further info from Ros re on how we can support.

Village Fayre and Carnival
A big thank you to everyone who helped in any way at the Carnival and Fayre last Saturday. The funds raised are split between the Scouts and the church – so this year it looks like the final total for us is £1096 – this is a magnificent effort and really makes a big difference for us. 
Steam Engine Rally Church Stall (17,18,19 July): we are selling good bric-abrac again this year – if you would like to help at anyb point over the Rally weekend do get in touch with Angela and she will ensure you have a slot to fill – you are issued a pass to the show. Thank you! Contact Angela: angelabonning2016@gmail.com
Cheese and wine evening Saturday 25th July Selection of 3 reds and 3 whites or soft drinks!!! Selection of cheeses. Join us for an evening of fellowship, food and wine, or soft drinks and some facts and figures !!!! Please contact Clive as soon as possible clive@candshenry.co.uk    07787486574
Sunday 16 August is a Benefice Sunday Celebration – we join with St. Mary’s Copythorne for their Patronal Festival – Holy Communion at 10.00am. There will be no services at Netley Marsh on that Sunday. 

CREAM TEA   SUNDAY AFTERNOON 16TH AUGUST Home-made scones with jam and clotted cream!!! Mark this date in your diary – and do invite friends and family.
Meditation Spa: Thursday 30 July at 7.00pm in church. Places booked with John. These sessions are becoming oversubscribed, so booking is essential.
Reading the Bible (evening): Tuesday 1st September 7.00pm at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne. Everybody welcome!
Café of Hope –The next Café is on Thursday 6 August 10.00am-12 noon. Do invite neighbours and friends! Our thanks to Angela and Loretta in leading this initiative.
Joyce Snellgrove RIP: it is with real sadness we announce Joyce died on Tuesday 7 July. Joyce has been such a wonderful part of our church community throughout her life – she will be missed by so many. Once Joyce’s funeral has been confirmed the date and time will be in the newsletter.

From John – our Vicar
There is an anxious need for results in all sectors of society it seems – and preferably now! We see it outplayed with government policy…shelving difficult long-term plans for another time and falling back on the quick fix. This brings a win for the immediate headline… but does nothing for any real sustainable benefit.

It is curious that when Jesus teaches about ‘growth’ he invariably uses the metaphor of seeds. Seeds get planted, and seeds take time to germinate and grow. Perhaps he is warning us of the temptation to plan for ‘something quick’ to placate the human anxiety of apparent failure. 

In Matthew’s gospel Jesus begins his parable teaching with the parable of the Sower. Parables are not didactic in their style – they do not provide ABC directions, nor are they signs to follow. Neither of these teaching methods are straightforward and Jesus knew only too well how words can be misrepresented and actions interpreted in a wholly wrong kind of way. The parable, though, is something which Jesus throws into the teaching group for the group to work out what is being taught.

Now, we know the parable of the Sower. It is familiar. We get its progression, we understand (or so we tell ourselves) the meaning and the message. But the fantastic thing about parables is the ‘newness’ of them – even after many re-tellings. Until very recently, I was not aware that ancient Palestine practice when it comes to sowing seeds, was to invariably sow the seeds first – before any other action – onto the field. The seeds would be scattered so the whole field was covered with the seeds. I had previously reckoned that the field would already have been ploughed and prepared – but no, the ploughing takes place only once the seeds have been scattered. And when the ploughing takes place some seeds are flung onto the pathways made by the sower and/or the cattle, other seeds end up on stones and rocks while other seeds lie in the middle of weeds and brambles which have been ploughed. But some of the seed gets ploughed into the good soil, where the seed is given depth and time for something wonderful to happen. Jesus underlines this ‘something wonderful’ by announcing the harvest could be either 100, 60 or 30-fold – this is truly abundant (and none of our modern mechanised systems could ever come close to this outcome). The harvest is dependent on the ploughing.

In the same way, God scatters the seed of his life across all the earth. It is a scattering which is continuous – like that fountain which never runs dry. It is us who allow the field – that bit of the earth where we dwell – to be turned so the seed can be buried and given opportunity to grow. We do this by the simple practices given to us in our scriptures – rejoice always, give thanks in all circumstances, forgive over again, let go of the ego in every element of life, notice the goodness and give praise, pray for our apparent enemies and for God’s kingdom to come on earth as in heaven. These practices plough the earth and the ground of who we are. They make God’s future possible – for in the ploughing the Spirit of God breathes an abundance of grace into our lives…both individually and as a community. And the harvest happens. 
When we allow the ploughing, we are then ‘living in the Spirit’ – as St. Paul would say. ‘Living in the flesh’ is the refusal manifest by complaint, blame, holding onto grudges, having a fragile sense of self, not noticing the good, and giving up praying for the earth. ‘Life in the flesh’ is limited, flat, and futile. ‘Life in the Spirit’ opens the door to a vibrant expression of mercy and wonder. It gives life… amen!

Sunday 12 July 2026
Collect for Trinity 6

Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as pass our understanding: pour into our hearts such love toward you that we, loving you in all things and above all   things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Romans 8: 1-11
 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you[a] free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh,[b] God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering.[c] And so he condemned sin in the flesh,4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.
9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ.10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life[d] because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of[e] his Spirit who lives in you.
Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”
18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”
Prayers for Trinity 6
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

I come with joy to meet my Lord,

Forgiven, loved, and free

In awe and wonder to recall

His life laid down for me
I come with Christians far and near

To find, as all are fed

A new community of love

In Christ’s communion bread
As Christ breaks bread and bids us share,

Each proud division ends

That love that made us makes us one

And strangers now are friends
And thus with joy we meet our Lord

His presence always near

Is in such friendship better known;

We see and praise him here
Together met, together bound,

Go our different ways

And as his people in the world

We’ll live and speak his praise

Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Joan Read)
We pray for the church throughout the world especially here at Netley Marsh, we pray for our church leaders and all who offer their time in the service of Christ.

Lord in your mercy

Let us pray for the peace of the world peace among people of all races and beliefs, peace across borders and countries, peace for governments of nations as well as local communities that there may be peace and justice for all of your people.

Lord in your mercy

We pray that you will bless those suffering through poverty, hunger and disease for those who are weary with the struggle to keep alive, for those who can never look forward to a good meal or a comfortable bed, for those lacking in the basic needs of life that we take for granted help us to share our good fortune and we pray for all those in countries torn apart by war  conflict and natural disasters.

Lord in your mercy

We pray that you will bless our home, our family and friends and all whom we love and care for may we always be ready to respect and value them.

Lord in your mercy

We pray for those known to us in special need of our prayers we remember……..        Father we ask that you comfort them according to their needs and may they know that you are with them

Lord in your mercy

We remember those who have died in recent days: Mary Mullins, Joyce Snellgrove;

and those whose anniversary falls at this time: Ethel Brown (15th), Geoff Hewitt (16th), Danny Mumford (17th);
Rest eternal grant unto them oh lord and let light perpetual shine on them

Lord in your mercy

On this sea Sunday we pray for all seafarers in their daily work, for their safety as they face the dangers of their calling, and for their families  during the long periods of separation and anxiety 

Lord in your mercy

Lord God we thank you for all you have given us, for all you have done for us, for all you are to us, in our weakness you are our strength, in our darkness you are our light, and in our sorrow and times of trouble you are our comfort.

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

It's me, it's me, it's me, oh Lord
Standing in the need of prayer
It's me, it's me, it's me, oh Lord
Standing in the need of prayer

Not my brother, not my sister,
but it's me oh Lord
Standing in the need of prayer
Not my brother, not my sister,
but it's me oh Lord
Standing in the need of prayer

Not my mother, not my father,
but it's me oh Lord
Standing in the need of prayer
Not my mother, not my father,
but it's me oh Lord
Standing in the need of prayer
The Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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