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Sunday 6 July 2025 
Trinity 3
Rev’d John Reeve Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwardens: 

· Ros Stollery: rm.stollery@gmail.com
· Sheila Hewitt: Sheila.hewitt1952@gmail.com
www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship : (in Church Hall)
8.00am:  Holy Communion
11.30am Holy Communion & Baptism
Meditation Spa: the next session is  Monday 14 July at 7.00pm at Netley Marsh Infant School. Places need to be booked with John.  
Restoration Works: the screed has been laid across the whole of the nave – the works continue! Stu Philps installed the new boiler last weekend – the underfloor heating system is very nearly now ready for operation!

The next element will be the completion of the required plastering which can be completed while the screed is drying. 
The 5p jars continue to be handed in – so far these jars have raised a fantastic £1275.00 for the restoration works. This is brilliant! A big thank you to Sue Wheeler who continues to manage and count these monies as they come in.

Fete & Carnival Saturday 28 June – help is always needed for this major church fundraising event. If you would like to help head for the refreshments table as help would be hugely appreciated here (maybe for an hour). The Carnival procession begins at 1.30pm from the Gamekeeper pub and the fete starts around 2.00pm on the church hall field.
Reading the Bible: the next session is on Tuesday 1 July at 7.00pm. Everybody is invited. Sessions take place at St. Mary’s Church, Copythorne – parking is available outside the main church door. 

Cheese and wine tasting evening 2nd  Auguust7.00pm for 7.30pm start   Come along and enjoy a sample selection of try 3 red  and 3 white wines, and 6 cheeses!! And a little bit of information on them!!  Designated driver refreshments will be available!!!!! You can come along even if you prefer not to have the wine or the cheese. There will be soft drinks available as well.
Please book with Clive: £15 a ticket.
Julia Moore RIP: Julia’s funeral has been arranged for Wednesday 23 July at 11.15am at St. Mary’s Church Copythorne, followed by burial at Eling Cemetery and a wake at AFC Totton. Everybody is very welcome.
Sea Sunday: 13 July – attached are details for Mission to Seafarers which does a magnificent job in supporting those working at sea in challenging circumstances. You can support the Mission through giving and knitting! Details are in the attachment. For more info speak to Ros.

Bartley Village Hall Sat 5 July: wee have a stall here 2-4pm. Do support if you can. Thank you!

Tuesday Toast: in the church hall 9.30am Tuesdays (school term time).
From John – our Vicar
The mission of Jesus is all about bringing peace into the world. And it’s a peace which is close-up, not far removed to another corner of the globe but right here where we walk and live. Jesus demonstrates the priority by directing his disciples that the first thing they are to say when entering a house is ‘peace to this house’. It’s the first thing – it has priority!

Now this is something we all can be part of. We all have the capacity to bring peace with us, or we can carry strife. Peace will encourage, it will be gentle, patient, and not easily be duped or intimidated. Peace will carry with it a wisdom woven together with grace. Peace will see and understand the truth of a situation… it will not be in a hurry but will be prepared to wait for resolution, justice and above all mercy. Peace will resist and refuse accusation and finger pointing but will welcome forbearance and forgiveness. In this simple direction Jesus reminds us that mission always begins in this way.

This peace which we all carry could also be likened to God’s kingdom. We pray for this kingdom to come on earth as in heaven. And Jesus’ whole ministry is one which inhabits this kingdom – so his very life lived on earth means the kingdom has already come. It has brushed our existence, it has dwelt with us, and it has even become our flesh and bones.

What is interesting in Luke 10, among many things, is that in the middle of all this proclamation of peace there is judgement. The judgement verses are omitted by the church lectionary (which decides what is read in church each Sunday) – and it’s these missed verses which provide helpful insight into the nature of judgement. The Jewish towns of Korazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum have all squandered and disregarded the nearness of God’s kingdom. And Jesus compares them unfavourably with the Gentile towns of Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom. The division between Jewish and Gentile towns was deeply ingrained in everyday culture. This suggests it is the maintenance of a ‘us and them’ mentality which robs these Jewish towns of the blessings of peace. When we operate in a ‘us and them’ system of thought process and actions, it usually means we have an elevated view of ourselves or our own group, community, or nation. ‘We’re just a bit more advanced than you… just a bit more civilised… just a bit more educated…’ and this provides the green light for division, enmity, and discontent to wreak its havoc between individuals, communities, and nations. No peace! 

The judgement that is meted out on the Jewish towns is not from the hand of God, but by their own actions. Their own prejudices and assumptions condemn themselves to rancour, bitterness, and profound dissatisfaction. It's a dreadful judgement, and God has nothing to do with it. Just like he has nothing to do with the judgment decreed on Good Friday.

Jesus’ comments to Capernaum help us similarly in our understanding: ‘And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths.’ So much of religious preoccupation has been about checking out whether we are heaven bound or not. Yes, rejoice your names are written in the book of heaven, rejoice in your fundamental identity as children of God, and in doing so keep your feet firmly in the world down here. We are all children of God, we’ve all been made in his image, we all hold the in heritance – there’s no gentile or jew, no slave or fee, no male or female – and wherever you go be the open channel for the peace which is beyond all understanding. A peace which is given to bless every home.

So, we say, and live, ‘peace to you’.

Sunday 6 July Trinity 3
Collect for Trinity 3

Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts whereby we call you Father: give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, that we and all creation may be brought to the glorious liberty of the children of God; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Isaiah 66: 10-14
“Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad for her,
    all you who love her;
rejoice greatly with her,
    all you who mourn over her.
11 For you will nurse and be satisfied
    at her comforting breasts;
you will drink deeply
    and delight in her overflowing abundance.”

12 For this is what the Lord says:
“I will extend peace to her like a river,
    and the wealth of nations like a flooding stream;
you will nurse and be carried on her arm
    and dandled on her knees.
13 As a mother comforts her child,
    so will I comfort you;
    and you will be comforted over Jerusalem.”

14 When you see this, your heart will rejoice
    and you will flourish like grass;
the hand of the Lord will be made known to his servants,
    but his fury will be shown to his foes.


Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20

 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two[a] others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.

5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If someone who promotes peace is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will return to you.7 Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house.
8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you.9 Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say,11 ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come near.’
16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me; but whoever rejects me rejects him who sent me.”

17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.”

18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

Prayers for Trinity 3
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Confession

Let us make an act of confession.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you, through our own fault, in thought and word and deed, and in what we have left undone. We are heartily sorry and repent of all our sins. For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your name. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
 We sing!

1 Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

2 Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:
Lord of the word, receive Your people's praise.

3 Lord, for our land in this our generation,
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care:
for young and old, for commonwealth and nation,
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

4 Lord, for our world when we disown and doubt him,
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain,
hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him:
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

5 Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us -
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne,
past put behind us, for the future take us:
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Ros Stollery)
We thank you Heavenly Father for the beautiful world you have given us to enjoy. May we be aware of the damage we are doing to it and enable us to do our bit to sustain it for future generations.  We pray for all those in various parts of the world who have been affected by the extreme weather conditions due to changes in the climate. 

Lord in your mercy:

Lord of love and compassion, we pray for people of the world who are living in hardship whether due to poverty, unrest, lack of health care, wars or natural disasters. Today we pray for the many who are displaced, living in refugee camps in their own countries or foreign ones, or on the road as migrants with nowhere to live. We thank you for the peace agreement between Iran and Israel and pray it will hold. We continue to remember those affected by wars in Gaza and Ukraine and in other countries which are not given so much publicity.

Lord in your mercy:

Lord of health, we pray for our National Health Service and give you thanks for it despite its limitations mainly due to lack of funds to meet the needs of all the patients needing care. We thank you and pray for all those who work in hospitals, GP surgeries, care homes, from cleaners to consultants, all play important roles. Help us to be grateful for what is delivered and not be complaining about any inevitable shortfalls.

Lord in your mercy:

Heavenly Father we pray for those known to us who are in need or ill in body, mind or spirit. We pray for those who have asked for our prayers. Be near then and give them comfort and strength during these anxious times. 
We pray for those who have died in recent days: Julia Moore, Val Roach, Vernon Trowbridge;

 and for those whose anniversary of death occurs this week.: Caroline Rule (6th), Ciss Cull (10th);

Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord and let light perpetual shine upon them.
We pray for ourselves dear Lord, that we may live prayerful lives. Help us to be kind, considerate and understanding to those we meet, especially those with problems.

. And we conclude with a Native American prayer:

Now talking God, with your feet I walk;

I walk with your limbs, I carry forth your body.

For me your mind thinks; your voice speaks for me.

Beauty is before me and beauty is behind me.

Above and below me hovers the beautiful.

I am surrounded by it; I am immersed in it.

In my youth I am aware of it and in my old age

I shall walk quietly the beautiful trail.

Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:

Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

1. God forgave my sin in Jesus' name,
I've been born again in Jesus' name,
and in Jesus' name I come to you
to share his love as he told me to.

He said:
'Freely, freely you have received;
freely, freely give.
Go in my name and because you believe,
others will know that I live.'

2. All power is given in Jesus' name,
in earth and heaven in Jesus' name,
and in Jesus' name I come to you
to share his power as he told me to.

He said:
'Freely, freely you have received;
freely, freely give.
Go in my name and because you believe,
others will know that I live.'
The Blessing

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your heart and mind in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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