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Sunday 21 April 2024 

Easter 4
Rev’d John Reeve Team Vicar

Tel: (023) 80663267
JOHNREEVE6@aol.com
Churchwarden: 

· Mel Bradshaw (023 80 785785 & melbradshaw44@gmail.com)

www.stmatthewsnetleymarsh.co.uk
Sunday Worship (in Church Hall)
8.00am

Holy Communion

11.30am
Holy Communion
Restoration Project: the Echo came down to the church this week to meet with Dave and John re the restoration works. Radio Solent also were doing a short feature on the project in their early Sunday morning slot. 
Bluebell Wood Walk: Saturday 20 April 2.30pm – we are meeting in the church car park at St. Matthew’s and will make the short walk to the fantastic bluebell wood at the top of the field where the Steam Engine Rally is held each summer. Everybody is welcome!

Restoration Fund Cake Sale 

Toby Redmill and his scout friends are doing a cake sale in the church car park on Saturday April 20th 2pm to 4pm for restoration fund. 

Restoration Fund Social Evening:The 18th May is booked for our American Supper and dance with the SOULCATCHERS.
Tickets will be £10 per head, bring your own Drink and Food. Tickets will be available soon.
The Annual Parish Church Meeting will take place on Monday 29 April at 4.00pm. This is the time when churchwardens are elected, and members of the PCC (Church Council) are also elected. Do note this date in your diaries!
Pentecost Celebration: Sunday 19 May 6.00pm there will be a shared Churches Together Pentecost Celebration at St. Mary’s Churcfh, Copythorne at 6.00pm with the Totton churches – as we mark this major feast day in our year. Everybody is welcome!

Soup & Sweet Lunch: Tuesday 9 April in Church Hall
A message from Clive & Sandra:

Big thanks to all whon came to the soup n sweet lunch (26)… ticket sales and card sales (£40 from cards) gave a total profit of £185 towards the Restoration project. An enjoyable time had by all. Our next event will be the end of June. Watch this space!!
Pray-as-you Go app a 10-minute prayer and bible reading portion each day - why not give it a go!
Donations to St. Matthew’s Church – a big thank you to everybody who regularly contributes to the on-going ministry of our church community. These donations enable us to meet our running costs so ensuring church ministry continues in these challenging timers for everybody.If you would like to set up regular giving on a weekly or a monthly basis then contact John and he will be able to provide the relevant information. Thank you!

From John – our Vicar
When visiting a new city, it’s great to have a ‘guide’ to lead the way. I love the walking tours which you can book when planning a city break… All you must do is believe in the guide, keep in step and listen. In-built into this relationship is a ’trust’ that the guide has walked this way before!

Perhaps our most fundamental work on this earth is the task of discovering what it really means to be a human being. We have many ‘guides’ to follow. We have our parents, friends, and some at a distance such as TV & newspaper editors and those whose views and outlooks fill our airwaves. They give us examples of how to live… but unfortunately the credibility of what they give can sometimes be somewhat thin. Do they really tell us what a human being is?

Our Christian journey reminds us over and again what it means to be a human being. We are provided with a model of what one looks like: the risen Jesus. The narrative of all the gospels is this description of an authentic human being. So, Jesus invites us to believe in him, keep in step and listen. The Christian community is a community which looks to do just that!

In John chapter 10, Jesus describes himself as the good shepherd. This discourse about being the good shepherd leads directly after Jesus challenges the Pharisees – the would-be teachers of the people – as to their authority to lead. Jesus suggests, although they can see, that they are in fact blind. Because they are so sure they are ‘right’, they go through life not seeing a thing! And those who follow them simply end up in dead ends, going nowhere. Many of those in authority today (be that parents, teachers, priests, influencers, shapers of society and so on) lead those who follow into a similar dead end. And sadly, what it means to be a human being is missed. 

In John 10 Jesus describes himself as the ‘Gate’ through which the sheep enter the fold. We first hear of a Sheep Gate in John 5. The Sheep Gate was a one-way entrance where the sheep walked ready for the temple sacrifices. One they entered this way they didn’t return. Jesus states in John 10 that he, as the shepherd, also enters through the sheep gate. Jesus identifies wholly with those who are trodden down so others can rise to the top. He chooses to enter by this gate. 

In John 9 Jesus has healed a man born blind from birth. It was a healing which caused consternation and led eventually to the blind man (now healed) being expelled from the temple. The Pharisees, although dressed in the garments of power and influence, betrayed themselves in this action as being less than human. And so, Jesus enters the temple by the Sheep Gate, the sheep listen to him, and he leads them through the valley of the shadow of death, beyond and through the raging currents of power and influence, and into a vast, expansive space of freedom and security – identified in the gospels as the Kingdom of God. 

On this journey where the Guide is with us always, there is forgiveness at every turn, and a desire nobody is left behind. These are the holy desires of our God. As we align our desires with these, we fall in step with the Guide who will not only lead us but will protect and bless us along the way. Learning forgiveness and learning an openness to everybody and everything – even the enemy – we hold fast to a way which is not futile, but which transcends every obstacle even death. It requires us to be disciplined and maintain our focus on the next step, the Guide who walks just in front, so we too may know ‘eternal life’ right now.

Sunday 21 April Easter 4
Collect for Easter 4
Al mighty God whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: raise us who trust is in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we may seek those things which are above, where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

1 John 3: 16-end
 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.

19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.

John 10: 11-18

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flockand one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”


Prayers for Easter 4
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.
Let us make an act of confession. 
God our Father, full of grace and truth, you create us from nothing and give us life. You give your faithful people new life in the water of baptism. You do not turn your face from us, nor cast us aside. We confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbour. We have wounded your love and marred your image in us. Restore us for the sake of your Son, and bring us to heavenly joy, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon for all our sins, time for amendment of life, and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  Amen
We sing!

1 The King of love my shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never. 
I nothing lack if I am his, 
and he is mine forever.

2 Where streams of living water flow, 
my ransomed soul he leadeth; 
and where the verdant pastures grow, 
with food celestial feedeth.

3 Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed, 
but yet in love he sought me; 
and on his shoulder gently laid, 
and home, rejoicing, brought me.

4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill, 
with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 
thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
thy cross before to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 
thy unction grace bestoweth; 
and oh, what transport of delight 
from thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so through all the length of days, 
thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
within thy house forever.

Prayers of intercession  (prepared by Patricia Pennicott)
Almighty Father, we thank you for being here with us this morning, we give you our praise and thanks in words and song.

We pray that you will give us courage, courage to stand up for what we believe in, that Jesus lives within each one of us.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

We give thanks, and pray for John in his ministry both in our church and in the parish of Copythorne

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

There is so much to give thanks for, yet we can take so much for granted. Lord at those times when we mark special moments in the family, like the children starting school or  moving on to university or an anniversary, we ask the abundant blessing of your love over us all, so that we may always give you thanks for all we receive from you.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

We pray for those who seek to make peace in our divided world; we pray for all people in all countries that are suffering from floods, wars ,terrorist attacks and those suffering from hunger. Lord please give them your Spirit of love to strengthen and comfort them.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

We pray for all those who are sick in body, mind or soul and for those who care for them. We pray for those who have asked for our prayers;

We pay for those who have died in recent days: Barbara Cawte, Bob Jones;

And for those whose anniversary of death occurs this week: Christopher Godwin (27th);

Rest eternal and grant unto them O Lord and let light perpetual shine upon them.

LORD IN YOUR MERCY

May God who has made us, who loves us and who gives us life bless and keep us.
Let us draw all these prayers together as we say together:
: Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We sing!

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not;
as Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.

Refrain:
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed Thy hand hath provided:
great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2 Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest;
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain]

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow:
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain]

	

	


The Blessing

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God, Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.
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